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PREVIOUS BUSINESS:

1. 

2.           

         

        

        



3.           

        

       



4.           

         

        



5.           

         

       



6.           

        

         



7.        



8.       



9.             

       

         




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10.             

      



11.             

       



12.             

       

        



13.             

        

       



14.             

       

      



15.             

         



16.             

       

       

     



17.             

      

     

      

      




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18.             

       

         

       

       



19.             

       

          



CURRENT BUSINESS:

20.          

      

      



21.           

     

       



22.     



23.      

    





4



Wednesday, June 25, 2025

6:00 PM

County of Albany

Harold L. Joyce

Albany County Office Building

112 State Street - Albany, NY 12207

Harold L. Joyce Albany County Office Building

Cahill Room - First Floor

Law Committee

Meeting Minutes

5



Law Committee Meeting Minutes June 25, 2025

PREVIOUS BUSINESS:







Present:

1. 





2. 











3. 









4. 









5. 









6. 










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7. 





8. 





9. 









10. 







11. 







12. 









13. 









14. 










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15. 







16. 











17. 















CURRENT BUSINESS:

18. 

















19. 












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20. 













21. 











22. 











23. 













24. 










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25. 









26. 









27. 











28. 







29. 














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LOCAL LAW “E” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 146 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE TO INCLUDE A 

PROHIBITION ON THE USAGE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ASH IN 

PRODUCTS 

 

Introduced: 4/8/24 

By Reinhardt, Simpson and Fein: 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Albany County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1. § 146-34 – Title. 

 

This local law hereby creates Chapter 146, Article 5, Prohibition on Usage of 

Hazardous Waste Ash. 

 

 

Section 2. § 146-35 - Legislative Purpose and Intent. 

 

The Albany County Legislature hereby finds and determines that the incineration of 

hazardous waste produces fly ash, flue gas emission control waste, and slag 

(hereinafter collectively as "hazardous waste ash"). Hazardous waste ash may contain 

chemicals and heavy metals such as arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, 

mercury, and nickel, which are all potentially toxic to humans and are known to cause 

or contribute to cancer, lung and heart ailments, liver and kidney damage, 

neurological damage, and premature mortality. 

Hazardous waste ash may also contain mineralogical toxins such as fine crystalline 

when the feedstock to the industrial process contain silica. Fine particulate 

crystalline silica induces silicosis when inhaled and is a known respiratory health 

risk. Hazardous waste ash may be inhaled and become lodged in the deepest parts of 

the human respiratory system, leading to potentially fatal inflammation and 

immunological reactions. Fine particulate crystalline silica can induce silicosis and 

lung cancer separate from silicosis and smoking when inhaled and is a known health 

risk for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and kidney disease. 

Under certain existing commercial practices, hazardous waste ash is included in 

aggregate material used to formulate commonly encountered compounds such as 

concrete, pavement, and other compounds found in commerce. The inclusion of 

hazardous waste ash in aggregate material and commonly encountered compounds 

exposes the public to potentially toxic substances and endangers public health. 

 

 

Section 3. § 146-36 – Definitions. 

 

11



 

 

"Aggregate" -- any natural or artificial mixture typically consisting of but not limited 

to sand, gravel, crushed stone, vermiculite, clinker, expanded or sintered clay or 

shale, foamed slag, or recycled concrete or asphalt that is used as an ingredient in 

compound materials. 

 

"Product" -- any aggregate, compound, item, substance, material, component, system, 

or subsystem sold or traded or produced for sale or trade to the general public in the 

course of normal business operations. 

 

"Compound" -- asphalt concrete, portland cement concrete, concrete block, structural 

concrete, unreinforced or lightweight concrete, or any other substance composed of 

aggregate that is used in construction and engineering applications. 

 

"Fine-Particle Control Device" -- any apparatus, structure, or method of filtration that 

falls into any of the following general categories: 

  (i) fabric filters, also known as baghouses or bag filters; 

 (ii) electrostatic collectors, including dry and wet electrostatic precipitators 

and ionizing wet scrubbers; 

 (iii) wet inertial-impaction collectors, including venturi scrubbers and 

advanced designs that use flux-force condensation-enhancement techniques; or 

 (iv) cyclone separators or any other apparatus, structure, or method that is 

capable of separating fine particles from gas. 

 

"Flue Gas Emission Control Waste" -- the particulates recovered from fine-particle 

control devices and other receptacles during the treatment of flue gas. 

 

"Fly Ash" -- the fine, lightweight particulates that are transported from the 

combustion chamber by flue gases into exhaust stacks or other receptacles. 

 

"Hazardous Waste Ash" -- fly ash, flue gas emission control waste, and slag produced 

as a byproduct of incineration of hazardous waste. 

 

"Slag" -- the molten or once-molten ash that collects on fine-particle control devices 

or other receptacles as well as chunks in bottom ash. 

 

"Person" -- any individual, public or private corporation, industry, co-partnership, 

association, firm, trust, estate or private legal entity. 

 

 

Section 4. § 146-37 - Prohibition on Usage of Hazardous Waste Ash in 

Products.  

 

No person shall mix, combine or blend hazardous waste ash with any product. This 

prohibition shall also apply to any material collected from fine-particle control devices 
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serving as pollution control or containment systems at any hazardous waste 

incinerator or kiln that is permitted by the department to receive and combust 

hazardous waste with or without energy recovery. 

 

This prohibition shall not apply to the use or reuse of hazardous waste materials by 

any Department or Division of Albany County. Specifically, ash product that is 

produced through the incineration of wastewater sludge at the Albany County Water 

Purification District is not considered a hazardous material pursuant to this Local 

Law and is thereby exempt from the provisions of this legislation. 

 

 

Section 5. § 146-38 - Enforcement. 

Any person or entity who violates the provisions of this Local Law shall be subject to 

the imposition of a civil penalty by the Commissioner of Health of not more than 

$5,000 for a first violation, $10,000 for a second violation, and $20,000 for each 

violation thereafter.  

The civil penalties provided by this section shall be recoverable in an action instituted 

in the name of the County of Albany. The County of Albany may also institute a suit 

in equity where unlawful conduct exists for an injunction to restrain a violation of 

this Local Law. 

 

 

Section 6. Severability 

 

The provisions of this Act shall be severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence or 

provision is declared to be invalid or is preempted by Federal or State law or 

regulation, the validity of the remainder of this Act shall not be affected. 

 

 

Section 7. SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action”

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   

 

 

Section 8. Effective Date.  

 

This Local Law act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a 

law.  

 

13



 

 

Referred to Conservation, Sustainability, and Green Initiatives and Law 

Committees – 4/8/24 
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RESOLUTION NO. 215 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. “E” FOR 2024: A 

LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 146 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE TO INCLUDE A 

PROHIBITION ON THE USAGE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ASH IN 

PRODUCTS 

 

Introduced: 4/8/24 

By Reinhardt and Simpson: 

 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public 

hearing on proposed Local Law No. “E” for 2024, “A Local Law of the County of 

Albany, New York Amending Chapter 146 of the Albany County Code to Include a 

Prohibition on the Usage of Hazardous Waste Ash in Products” to be held by the 

Albany County Legislature at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, with 

participation information to be made available on the Albany County website, and 

the Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to cause notice of such hearing to be 

published containing the necessary information in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of law.  

 

Referred to Conservation, Sustainability, and Green Initiatives and Law 

Committees – 4/8/24 

Favorable Recommendation Rules Review and Legislative Modernization 

Committee – 6/25/24 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “L” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK ESTABLISHING 

CHAPTER 112 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE TO CREATE A PUBLIC 

ART FUND 

 

Introduced: 7/8/24 

By Reidy: 

 

A Local Law creating Chapter 112 of the Code of the County of Albany, entitled Arts 

and Culture, and Article 1 of such Chapter, entitled Public Art Fund, to provide 

public financial support for public art in Albany County. 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Albany County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Chapter Creation. 

 

Chapter 112, Arts and Culture is hereby created.  

 

Chapter 112, Article I, Public Art Fund, is hereby created. 

 

Section 2. § 112-1, Title. 

 

This Local Law shall be known as the “Albany County Matthew Peter Public 

Art Law.” 

 

Section 3. § 112-2, Legislative Intent. 

 

The Albany County Legislature hereby finds and determines that art is 

essential to the human experience and should be accessible to all County residents. 

 

The Legislature further finds and determines that, in addition to aesthetic 

value, public art installations provide a community-building effect that evoke 

empathy, understanding, identity, and a sense of belonging. 

 

The Legislature further finds and determines that public art is an 

indispensable tool combat blight, promote mental and physical health, deter criminal 

activity, and increase public safety in communities. 

 

The Legislature further finds and determines that public art allows the 

community to participate in the creation of public spaces and is a powerful way to 

increase neighborhood pride and identity, foster social bonds, and provide access to 

art for all people regardless of their circumstance. 
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The Legislature further finds and determines that public art brings economic 

benefits such as increased tourism and new jobs by encouraging pedestrian activity, 

improving the viability of local businesses, and stimulating the local creative 

economy. 

 

The Legislature further finds and determines that local artists should be 

valued for their work and provided opportunities to use their essential talents and 

skills to better the County in exchange for fair compensation. 

 

The Legislature further finds and determines that due to the aforementioned 

reasons, Albany County would benefit greatly from the creation of a funding 

mechanism for public art related to certain County capital construction projects. 

 

Section 4. § 112-3, Definitions. 

 

“Public Art” includes any application of artistic skill to the production of tangible 

objects according to aesthetic principles. “Public Art” includes, but is not limited to,

paintings, sculptures, engravings, carvings, frescoes, mobiles, murals, collages, 

mosaics, statues, bas-reliefs, tapestries, photographs, fountains, streetscapes, 

drawings, ceramics,  topiary, and other decorative public use features. 

 

“Capital Projects” includes: 

(a) New construction of a building or of additional space added to a building; 

and/or 

(b) Any reconstruction or renovation of a building or part of a building, whether 

financed through the issuance of bonds, pay-as-you-go funding, or other non-

County funding sources. 

 

“Projects” shall not include those which are solely for rehabilitation of equipment. 

 

“Cost of a Project” includes design, architectural and engineering fees, site work,

construction, and contingency allowances for a project.  

 

“Public Art Fund” means a fund to which 1 percent of the value of a new capital

project, up to a maximum of $10,000 for each capital project, will be allocated to fund 

public art initiatives in Albany County. 

 

“Board” refers to the Public Art Board of Directors. 

 

“Master Public Art Plan” means the annual plan drafted by the Public Art Committee

to ensure a transparent, culturally-competent acquisition program and clear 

implementation guidelines. 

 

Section 5. § 112-4, Public Art Fund. 
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Capital projects that are $250,000 or greater, whether funded by capital funds or 

operating funds, shall include the appropriation of funds equal to 1 percent of the cost 

of the project, with said funds to be appropriated for the acquisition, maintenance, 

and management of public art, except where the appropriating resolution, bond 

resolution, or budget may provide otherwise; provided, however, that, where 

applicable, such amount shall be reduced to the extent that state funds, Federal 

funds, and funding derived from water rates, water quality treatment charges, sewer 

rents and sewage, wastewater and refuse collection charges in the County, are not 

authorized to be used for such purpose. The maximum allocated for public art shall 

be $10,000 from each eligible capital project. 

 

A public art fund shall be created by the Department of Management and Budget to 

hold funds for implementation of the projects finalized in the Master Public Art Plan 

and/or projects chosen by the Public Art Board of Directors. The fund shall be known 

as the “Matthew Peter Public Art Fund” in memory of the late Legislator Matthew 

Peter who championed public art projects in the City of Albany.  

 

The use of any funds appropriated for any project for public art purposes shall be in 

accordance with the Master Public Art Plan, except that any such funds provided 

from the proceeds of County serial bonds or notes shall be used only for public art 

purposes related to the project for which such bonds or notes were authorized. To the 

extent the total appropriation of a project is not used for the acquisition of works of 

art for said project, upon the approval of the County Legislature, the remainder may 

be used for: 

(a) Arts program administrative costs, insurance costs, or the repair and 

maintenance of any artwork acquired under this law; or 

(b) Supplementing other appropriations for the acquisition of artwork under this 

law or to place artwork in or near government facilities which have already 

been constructed. 

 

Section 6. § 112-5, Public Art Board of Directors. 

 

A. There shall be Public Art Board of Directors, henceforth referred to as the 

Board, consisting of five voting members. The County Executive shall appoint 

one member, the Majority Leader of the Legislature shall appoint two 

members, the Chair of the Legislative Black Caucus shall appoint one member, 

and the full County Legislature shall appoint one member. All five members 

shall be subject to confirmation by the Legislature. The Board shall appoint a 

Chair from its membership to serve a one-year term. 

 

B. All Board members shall be experts in the fields of art, art history, 

architecture, or architectural history. Members must be residents of Albany 

County and may not be a County employee or officer or serve on any other 
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County advisory boards. Members shall be professionally associated with local 

visual arts groups, such as art galleries or art schools, or have at least 10 years 

of experience creating professional art. 

 

C. In addition to the five voting Board members, the County Executive, the Chair 

of the Legislature, the Chair of the Legislature’s Public Works Committee, and

the Majority Leader of the Legislature, or their designees, shall serve as ex 

officio members of the Board. 

 

D. The Board shall choose the method of acquisition of public art for each project. 

Methods of acquisition may include, but are not limited to, projects of 

preexisting art, direct commission, art competition, request for proposals, or 

acceptance of donations. 

 

E. For each project, the Board may convene a panel comprised of at least three 

Board members, one of whom shall be designated panel Chair. The Board may 

also appoint additional art experts to serve as members of the project panel. 

The Board may appoint additional members to the panel to serve as advisors, 

such as community representatives, County employees, project managers, or 

others who will have frequent contact with the public art when it is completed. 

An architect or engineer shall be an ex officio member of each panel. The panel 

shall review the scope of each project and shall make recommendations to the 

Board on the nature of the public art to be considered for the project, the 

method of acquisition for each project, the specific artist and the specific art for 

each project, and what portion of the budget for each project shall be used for 

refurbishing or restoring existing works of art or to be set aside for the 

maintenance of a work of art. 

 

F. The acquisition and siting of all artwork shall be subject to legislative approval. 

 

G. Ownership and title of all works of public art acquired by the County under 

this Local Law shall be vested in the County of Albany. 

 

H. The Board shall create by-laws, subject to legislative approval, which will 

govern the conduct and operations of the Board. 

 

I. The Albany County Department of Economic Development and Planning shall 

serve as coordinator for the program and provide staff support to the Board. 

 

J. The Board shall deliver an annual report to the County Legislature detailing 

its operations, Master Public Art Plan, and art created under its authority. 

 

Section 7. § 112-6, Master Public Art Plan. 
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The Board shall prepare an annual Master Public Art Plan (“Plan”), subject to

legislative approval, to ensure a transparent, culturally-competent acquisition 

program and clear implementation guidelines. The Board shall hold a public hearing 

on the Master Public Art Plan prior to its approval. The Master Public Art Plan shall 

be approved by the Board and submitted to the legislature annually by March 1. 

 

(a) All acquisitions and sales of public art shall be in accordance with the Master 

Public Art Plan. The Board shall recommend acquisitions and the hiring of 

artists in addition to overseeing the public education and curatorial aspects of 

the acquisition program. 

 

(b) The Plan shall make all efforts to be equitable and include artists from a 

variety of different backgrounds for public art projects. The siting of these 

projects shall be County-wide, but shall include efforts to place art in 

underserved areas. 

 

(c) The Plan shall make all efforts to utilize artists who are County residents. 

 

(d) The Plan shall emphasize the importance of fair and adequate compensation 

for artists. 

 

(e) The Plan shall be voted on by the Legislature and presented to the Department 

of Economic Development and Planning by May 1st each year. 

 

(f) The Board shall, through the Plan and its acquisition program, make best 

efforts to call for artist submissions and publicize the intention to find 

appropriate art within 30 days of the Plan’s approval each year. 

 

(g) Final contracts to authorize public art contracts and the hiring of artists are 

subject to approval by the Albany County Legislature. 

 

Section 8.  Severability. 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, subdivision, or other part of this Local 

Law or its application shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 

invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 

invalidate the remainder of the Local Law which shall remain in full force and effect 

except as limited by such order or judgment. 

 

Section 9. SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this Local Law constitutes a “Type II action”

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   

20



 

 

 

Section 10.  Effective Date. 

 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately following its filing with the Office of the 

Secretary of State. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 420 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. “L” FOR 2024: A 

LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK ESTABLISHING 

CHAPTER 112 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE TO CREATE A PUBLIC 

ART FUND 

 

Introduced: 7/8/24 

By Reidy: 

 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public 

hearing on proposed Local Law No. “L” for 2024, “A Local Law of the County of 

Albany, New York Establishing Chapter 112 of the Albany County Code to Create a 

Public Art Fund” to be held by the Albany County Legislature at 7:15 p.m. on 

Tuesday, July 23, 2024, with participation information to be made available on the 

Albany County website, and the Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to cause 

notice of such hearing to be published containing the necessary information in 

accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 576 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. “N” FOR 2024 A 

LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, AMENDING THE 

ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER AND LOCAL LAW NO. 8 FOR 1993 AS 

AMENDED 

 

Introduced: 9/9/24 

By Cunningham: 

 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public hearing 

on proposed Local Law No. “N” for 2024, “A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF 

ALBANY, NEW YORK, AMENDING THE ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER AND 

LOCAL LAW NO. 8 FOR 1993 AS AMENDED” to be held by the Albany County 

Legislature at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, October 29, 2024, with participation information 

to be made available on the Albany County website, and the Clerk of the County 

Legislature is directed to cause notice of such hearing to be published containing the 

necessary information in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.  

 

Referred to Law and Rules Review and Legislative Modernization Committees 

– 9/9/24 
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LOCAL LAW NO. N FOR 2024 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, AMENDING THE 

ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER AND LOCAL LAW NO. 8 FOR 1993 AS 

AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR AN OFFICE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER 

 

Introduced:  9/9/24 
                     By Cunningham, Willingham: 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 10 AND 33 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE 

LAW, COUNTY LAW SECTION 400 AND SECTION 2702 OF THE ALBANY 

COUNTY CHARTER: 

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

 

SECTION I. Legislative Intent: 

 

In 2012, a Charter Review Commission was formed by this Honorable Body to 

determine what, if any, changes could be made to the then decade’s old charter. The

Commission met routinely over the course of a year and published recommended 

changes to the Charter, many of which sought to streamline processes or modernize 

the County’s operations. To date, many of the proposed changes have been adopted,

but a various substantive changes have evaded adoption. One major proposal by the 

Charter Review Commission was to replace the County’s four, part-time Coroners 

with a single full-time Medical Examiner. This change would modernize death 

investigations in the County, a change that many other counties have adopted over 

the years. 

 

[A second major proposal from the Charter Review Commission is to expand the 

governance of the Board of Contract Administration. The Board’s authority was

established in 1993, and provided oversight of contracts less than $100,000. The 

Charter Review Commission suggested increasing that amount based on inflation, 

which would have been $155,000 at the time of the Charter Review Commission’s

proposal.  Today, that amount, adjusted for inflation, is approximately $215,000. The 

recommendation of the Charter Review Commission should be adopted to reflect the 

fact that the Board of Contract Administration is operating in 2024, and not 1993. 

 

Finally, part of the recommendations of the Charter Review Commission was to 

incorporate various departments into the Charter, departments that were absent (or 

not yet in existence) in the original document. These proposed changes do just that, 

with the Division of Information Services and the newly retitled Department of Parks 

and Recreation.] 

 

SECTION II. [Article 5 of the Albany County Charter is hereby amended to 

create the following sections: 

 

Section 504: Information Services. 
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There shall be within the Department of Management and Budget an independent 

Division of Information Services headed by a Chief Information Officer. The Chief 

Information Officer shall be appointed by the County Executive, subject to 

confirmation by the County Legislature as provided in Section 302(c) of this Charter, 

and serve at the pleasure of the County Executive. The Chief Information Officer and 

staff shall be charged with providing information, technology and computer systems 

services in support of the county’s departments and administrative units. The Chief 

Information Officer shall perform such other and related duties as shall be required 

or delegated to her by the County Executive or the County Legislature. 

 

SECTION III. Article 13 of the Albany County Charter is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

Section 1301: Board of Contract Administration; powers and duties. 

 

For the purpose of simplifying, clarifying and centralizing the approval process for 

contracts, there is hereby established a Board of Contract Administration. The Board 

shall be composed of the County Executive, the Chairperson of the County 

Legislature and the County Clerk. The Board of Contract Administration is 

empowered to approve contracts for execution by the County Executive in amounts of 

not less than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), and, not more than [one] two 

hundred fifteen thousand dollars ($[100]215,000), or such higher amount as may be 

established by local law. The Board shall report [periodically] quarterly to the County 

Legislature, detailing the contracts approved by it. 

 

Section 1302: Other contract approvals. 

 

The County Executive shall be empowered to approve and execute contracts in an 

amount less than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). The County Legislature shall 

be empowered to approve contracts for execution by the County Executive in amounts 

over [one] two hundred fifteen thousand dollars ($[100]215,000), in addition to those 

mentioned in Section 204(m) of this Charter. The County Executive shall not, through 

change orders, amendments, renewals, or any other method or device, exceed such 

twenty thousand dollar ($20,000) limit with respect to any vendor or subject matter, 

without approval of the County Legislature. 

 

Section 1303: Annual Adjusted Amount 

 

The dollar amounts set forth above in sections 1301 and 1302 of this Article shall be 

adjusted annually on the first day of January each year by the Consumer Price Index 

(“CPI”) to keep pace with inflation. The County’s Department of Management and

Budget shall sue the annual CPI data for adjustment. The annual adjusted dollar 

amount shall be provided to the Clerk of the Legislature by the Commissioner of 

Management and Budget upon it being determined. 

 

SECTION IV.] Article 19 of the Albany County Charter is hereby repealed 

entirely. 
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Article 9: Department of Health is hereby amended by adding the following 

subsections: 

 

Section 905: Office of Medical Examiner; Appointment; Qualifications 

 

(a) There shall be an Office of Medical Examiner, a division of the Albany County 

Department of Health. The Office shall be headed by a Chief Medical Examiner 

who shall be appointed by the County Executive for a six-year term, subject to 

confirmation by the County Legislature. At the time of their appointment, and 

throughout their appointment, the Medical Examiner shall be and remain duly 

licensed and entitled to practice medicine in the State of New York and shall 

have an expertise in forensic pathology and such other qualifications for the 

responsibilities of the Office as determined by the Commissioner of Health. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Public Officer’s Law Section 38 and County

Law Section 400, if the Office of Chief Medical Examiner becomes vacant other 

than by expiration of term, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the 

County Executive for a five-year term, subject to confirmation by the County 

Legislature. 

(b) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, shall 

appoint a Chief Deputy Medical Examiner, who shall also be a physician 

licensed to practice medicine in the State of New York. In addition to such 

other duties as may be assigned by the Chief Medical Examiner, the Chief 

Deputy Medical Examiner shall possess the powers and perform the duties of 

the Medical Examiner during his absence or inability to act. 

(c) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, may, 

in conformity with the rules and regulations applicable to the civil service, 

appoint such forensic investigators and deputy medical examiners as may be 

authorized by the County Legislature. Forensic investigators and deputy 

medical examiners shall assist the Chief Medical Examiner in the conduct of 

investigations and the discharge of his other duties and responsibilities; shall 

conduct tests and examinations and furnish forensic, medical, investigative 

and technical services; and shall possess such qualifications and perform such 

other duties as may be determined by the Chief Medical Examiner. 

 

[SECTION VI. Article 20 of the Albany County Charter is hereby repealed 

entirely and replaced as follows: 

 

Article 20: Parks and Recreation. 

 

There shall be a Parks and Recreation Department which shall be responsible for 

providing recreation programs and opportunities for the Albany County community 

that develops fundamental social, emotional, physical, and cognitive skills that 

promote a higher quality of life.  The department head shall be the Commissioner of 

Parks and Recreation. The Commissioner of Parks and Recreation shall be appointed 

by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the County Legislature as 

provided in Section 302(c) of this Charter, and serve at the pleasure of the County 
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Executive. The Commissioner of Parks and Recreation shall perform such other and 

related duties as shall be required or delegated to her by the County Executive or the 

County Legislature.] 

 

SECTION [V]III. SEQRA Compliance 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action” 

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required 

SECTION IV[III]. Effective Date. 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary 

of State if it is approved by a affirmative vote of the qualified electors of the County 

of Albany voting upon a proposition for its approval at the next general election in 

conformity with the provisions of Section 34 of the New York Municipal Home Rule 

Law and Section 2702 of the Albany County Charter. 
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LOCAL LAW NO.  FOR 2024 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, AMENDING THE 

ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER AND LOCAL LAW NO. 8 FOR 1993 AS 

AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR AN OFFICE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER 

 

Introduced:  9/9/24 
                     By Cunningham, Willingham: 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 10 AND 33 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE 

LAW, COUNTY LAW SECTION 400 AND SECTION 2702 OF THE ALBANY 

COUNTY CHARTER: 

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

 

SECTION I. Legislative Intent: 

 

In 2012, a Charter Review Commission was formed by this Honorable Body to 

determine what, if any, changes could be made to the then decade’s old charter. The

Commission met routinely over the course of a year and published recommended 

changes to the Charter, many of which sought to streamline processes or modernize 

the County’s operations. To date, many of the proposed changes have been adopted,

but a various substantive changes have evaded adoption. One major proposal by the 

Charter Review Commission was to replace the County’s four, part-time Coroners 

with a single full-time Medical Examiner. This change would modernize death 

investigations in the County, a change that many other counties have adopted over 

the years. 

 

SECTION II 

 

Article 19 of the Albany County Charter is hereby repealed entirely. 

 

Article 9: Department of Health is hereby amended by adding the following 

subsections: 

 

Section 905: Office of Medical Examiner; Appointment; Qualifications 

 

(a) There shall be an Office of Medical Examiner, a division of the Albany County 

Department of Health. The Office shall be headed by a Chief Medical Examiner 

who shall be appointed by the County Executive for a six-year term, subject to 

confirmation by the County Legislature. At the time of their appointment, and 

throughout their appointment, the Medical Examiner shall be and remain duly 

licensed and entitled to practice medicine in the State of New York and shall 

have an expertise in forensic pathology and such other qualifications for the 

responsibilities of the Office as determined by the Commissioner of Health. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Public Officer’s Law Section 38 and County

Law Section 400, if the Office of Chief Medical Examiner becomes vacant other 
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than by expiration of term, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the 

County Executive for a five-year term, subject to confirmation by the County 

Legislature. 

(b) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, shall 

appoint a Chief Deputy Medical Examiner, who shall also be a physician 

licensed to practice medicine in the State of New York. In addition to such 

other duties as may be assigned by the Chief Medical Examiner, the Chief 

Deputy Medical Examiner shall possess the powers and perform the duties of 

the Medical Examiner during his absence or inability to act. 

(c) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, may, 

in conformity with the rules and regulations applicable to the civil service, 

appoint such forensic investigators and deputy medical examiners as may be 

authorized by the County Legislature. Forensic investigators and deputy 

medical examiners shall assist the Chief Medical Examiner in the conduct of 

investigations and the discharge of his other duties and responsibilities; shall 

conduct tests and examinations and furnish forensic, medical, investigative 

and technical services; and shall possess such qualifications and perform such 

other duties as may be determined by the Chief Medical Examiner. 

 

SECTION III. SEQRA Compliance 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action” 

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required 

SECTION IV. Effective Date. 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary 

of State if it is approved by a affirmative vote of the qualified electors of the County 

of Albany voting upon a proposition for its approval at the next general election in 

conformity with the provisions of Section 34 of the New York Municipal Home Rule 

Law and Section 2702 of the Albany County Charter. 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “T” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 288 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE, ESTABLISHING A 

MINIMUM PASSING DISTANCE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES 

 

Introduced: 12/2/24 

By Fein, Laurilliard, A. Joyce and Miller: 

 

A local law amending Chapter 288 of the Albany County Code, entitled 

Vehicles, to create Article IV of such Chapter, entitled Minimum Passing 

Distance Requirements for Motor Vehicles, to establish a minimum passing 

distance for motor vehicles. 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Albany County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Article Creation. 

 

Chapter 288, Article IV, Minimum Passing Distance Requirements for 

Motor Vehicles, is hereby created. 

 

Section 2. §288-26, Title. 

 

This local law shall be known as the “Albany County Safe Passing Law.” 

 

Section 3. § 288-27, Legislative Intent. 

 

The Albany County Legislature recognizes that bicyclists, pedestrians, and 

other vulnerable road users often need to share roadways with motor vehicles out of 

necessity. 

 

The Legislature also acknowledges that in these situations, vulnerable road 

users are susceptible to the actions of motor vehicle operators who can pose a threat 

to their health and safety if passing too closely. 

 

Therefore, this Legislature finds it necessary to establish a minimum passing 

distance for motor vehicles approaching or passing vulnerable road users. 

 

Section 4. § 288-28, Vulnerable Road User. 

 

“Vulnerable road user” means any pedestrian; person operating a wheelchair 

or other personal mobility device regardless of motorization; person operating a 

bicycle or other non-motorized mode of transportation such as roller skates, 

rollerblades, roller skis, skateboard, longboard, or unicycle; operator of roadway 
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construction, repair, or maintenance equipment; utility worker; construction worker; 

roadside assistance worker; operator of agricultural equipment; person riding, 

driving, or herding an animal; law enforcement officer; firefighter; emergency medical 

technician; or first responder. 

 

Section 5. § 288-29, Minimum Distance Requirements for Motor Vehicles. 

 

The operator of a motor vehicle that is approaching or passing vulnerable road 

user shall do so at a distance of at least three feet until safely clear thereof. The three-

foot distance requirement shall not apply on roads with clearly-marked bicycle lanes 

as defined by New York Vehicle and Traffic Law § 102-a. 

 

Section 6. § 288-30, Compliance with New York Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

 

The operator of a motor vehicle that is approaching or passing a vulnerable 

road user shall not violate New York Vehicle and Traffic Law §§ 1122-a, 1124, 1125, 

1126, or any other section pertaining to overtaking and passing. 

 

Section 7. § 288-31, Penalties. 

 

1. Any person committing the above-referenced offense shall be guilty of a 

violation and subject to a fine not to exceed $225 for a first offense, $325 for a 

second offense and $425 for any third or subsequent offense(s). 

 

2. This section does not preclude a person from being charged with, convicted of, 

or punished for any other violation of law. 

 

Section 8. § 288-32, Applicability. 

 

 This law shall apply to all actions occurring on or after the effective date. 

 

Section 9. § 288-33, Severability. 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, subdivision, or other part of this 

local law or its application shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to 

be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 

invalidate the remainder of the local law which shall remain in full force and effect 

except as limited by such order or judgment. 

 

Section 10. § 288-34, SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II 

action” pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act

(SEQRA), and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   
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Section 11.  Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately following its filing with the Office 

of the Secretary of State. 
 

Referred to Law and Public Safety Committees – 12/02/24 
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RESOLUTION NO. 823 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. “T” FOR 2024: A 

LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 288 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE, ESTABLISHING A 

MINIMUM PASSING DISTANCE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES 

Introduced: 12/2/24 

By Fein, Laurilliard, A. Joyce and Miller: 

 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public 

hearing on proposed Local Law No. “T” for 2024, “A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY 

OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING CHAPTER 288 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY 

CODE, ESTABLISHING A MINIMUM PASSING DISTANCE FOR MOTOR 

VEHICLES” be held by the Albany County Legislature at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, 

February 25, 2025, with participation information to be made available on the Albany 

County website, and the Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to cause notice 

of such hearing to be published containing the necessary information in accordance 

with the applicable provisions of law.  

33



LOCAL LAW NO.  U FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, PROVIDING 

FOR A CHANGE IN THE SALARY OF A COUNTY OFFICER DURING THEIR 

TERM OF OFFICE  

 

Introduced:  12/2/24 
                     By Cunningham: 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 24 AND 27 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE LAW,  

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

 

SECTION I. 

 

By Local Law No. 7 for 2024, this Honorable Body provided for the creation of the 

position of Deputy Chairperson for the Albany County Legislature. Compensation 

commensurate with the duties of the Deputy Chairperson is warranted. 

 

SECTION II. 

 

The annual salary of the Deputy Chairperson shall be $37,405 effective January 1, 

2025. 

 

SECTION III. 

 

If any clause, sentence or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any 

person or circumstance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 

invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of 

the provisions of this local law or the application thereof to other persons and 

circumstances. 

 

SECTION IV. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action” 

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required 

 

SECTION V.  

 

This Local Law is adopted subject to permissive referendum pursuant to Section 24 of 

the New York State Municipal Home Rule Law. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 827 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. “U” FOR 2024: A 

LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, PROVIDING FOR 

A CHANGE IN THE SALARY OF A COUNTY OFFICER DURING THEIR 

TERM OF OFFICE 

 

Introduced: 12/2/24 

By Cunningham: 

 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public 

hearing on proposed Local Law No. “U” for 2024, “A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY 

OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, PROVIDING FOR A CHANGE IN THE SALARY OF A 

COUNTY OFFICER DURING THEIR TERM OF OFFICE” be held by the County 

Legislature in the William J. Conboy II Legislative Chambers, Albany County 

Courthouse, Albany, New York at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, January 28, 2025, and the 

Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to cause notice of such hearing to be 

published containing the necessary information in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of law.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 93 
  

AMENDING VARIOUS RESOLUTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVISING 

THE COMPOSITION OF CERTAIN BOARDS 
  
                     Introduced: 3/10/25  
                     By: Mauriello 
  

WHEREAS, Albany County has a large number of development corporations  

and other organizations with boards of directors or otherwise composed of boards, 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Many boards and boards of directors are comprised, either partly 

or fully, by legislative appointees, though in many instances these boards do not 

include participation by appointees of the Minority Conference of the Albany County 

Legislature, and 

 

 WHEREAS, As of February 2025, the Minority Conference of the Albany 

County Legislature represents more than 70,000 Albany County residents, and 

 

WHEREAS, A large number of Albany County boards and boards of directors 

already include an appointee by the Minority Leader of the Albany County 

Legislature, and 

 

WHEREAS, Regardless of political party affiliation, the Minority Conference 

of the Albany County Legislature should be included in the determination of board 

memberships as it relates to the administration of Albany County, now, therefore be 

it 
  

RESOLVED, By the Albany County Legislature that Section 346-5 of the  

Albany County Code is amended to read as follows: 

 

§ 346-5 Board of Directors. 

 

A. The Board of Directors shall consist of seven members to be appointed by 

the Albany County Legislature, one of which shall be on the recommendation 

of the Majority Leader of the County Legislature and one of which shall be on 

the recommendation of the Minority Leader of the County Legislature. Said 

members shall represent areas of interest or expertise, including, but not 

limited to: the building industry; architectural/planning and/or design 

industry; financial services; law enforcement; property management; 

municipal affairs; buildings and codes; real estate; building demolition 

industry; and historical renovation services. 
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B. All members of the Board shall be residents or have their primary place of 

business in the County of Albany, and said directors shall serve at the pleasure 

of the Legislature. 

 

and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That Section 320-2 of the Albany County Code is amended to 

read as follows: 

§ 320-2 Composition. 

The Committee shall be comprised of the County Superintendent of Highways, 

one member of the County Legislature designated by the Chair of the County 

Legislature, one member of the County Legislature designated by the Majority 

Leader of the County Legislature, one member of the County Legislature 

designated by the Minority Leader of the County Legislature, and [five] three 

members who shall be residents of the County, representing a cross-section of 

civic and business interests, and who shall be appointed by the Chair of the 

County Legislature. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as original 

appointments. 

 

and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That Section 320-19 of the Albany County Code is amended to  

read as follows: 

 

§ 320-19 Establishment; purpose; members. 

 

The Human Services Advisory Board authorized by Article 21 of the Albany 

County Charter is established for the purposes set forth in said Article 21 and 

the County Legislature shall appoint members to the Human Services 

Advisory Board from time to time, with said individuals to serve thereon at the 

pleasure of the County Legislature[.] provided, however, that one member 

shall serve on the recommendation of the Majority Leader of the County 

Legislature and one member shall serve on the recommendation of the 

Minority Leader of the County Legislature. 

 

and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That Section 320-21 of the Albany County Code is amended to  

read as follows: 

 

§ 320-21 Increase in membership. 

 

The Legislature finds it is in the best interest of Albany County to expand the 

membership of the Albany County Industrial Development Agency to seven 
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members[.] provided, however, that one member shall serve on the 

recommendation of the Majority Leader of the County Legislature and one 

member shall serve on the recommendation of the Minority Leader of the 

County Legislature. 

 

and, be it further 
 

RESOLVED, That this resolution shall take effect on January 1st, 2026, and 

shall be considered for the appointment of board members for all boards amended 

under this resolution beginning on that date, and, be it further 
 

 RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to forward 

certified copies of this resolution to the appropriate County Officials. 
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LOCAL LAW “E” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 146 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE TO INCLUDE A 

PROHIBITION ON THE USAGE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ASH IN 

PRODUCTS 

 

Introduced: 4/8/24 

By Reinhardt, Simpson and Fein: 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Albany County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1. § 146-34 – Title. 

 

This local law hereby creates Chapter 146, Article 5, Prohibition on Usage of 

Hazardous Waste Ash. 

 

 

Section 2. § 146-35 - Legislative Purpose and Intent. 

 

The Albany County Legislature hereby finds and determines that the incineration of 

hazardous waste produces fly ash, flue gas emission control waste, and slag 

(hereinafter collectively as "hazardous waste ash"). Hazardous waste ash may contain 

chemicals and heavy metals such as arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, 

mercury, and nickel, which are all potentially toxic to humans and are known to cause 

or contribute to cancer, lung and heart ailments, liver and kidney damage, 

neurological damage, and premature mortality. 

Hazardous waste ash may also contain mineralogical toxins such as fine crystalline 

when the feedstock to the industrial process contain silica. Fine particulate 

crystalline silica induces silicosis when inhaled and is a known respiratory health 

risk. Hazardous waste ash may be inhaled and become lodged in the deepest parts of 

the human respiratory system, leading to potentially fatal inflammation and 

immunological reactions. Fine particulate crystalline silica can induce silicosis and 

lung cancer separate from silicosis and smoking when inhaled and is a known health 

risk for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and kidney disease. 

Under certain existing commercial practices, hazardous waste ash is included in 

aggregate material used to formulate commonly encountered compounds such as 

concrete, pavement, and other compounds found in commerce. The inclusion of 

hazardous waste ash in aggregate material and commonly encountered compounds 

exposes the public to potentially toxic substances and endangers public health. 

 

 

Section 3. § 146-36 – Definitions. 
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"Aggregate" -- any natural or artificial mixture typically consisting of but not limited 

to sand, gravel, crushed stone, vermiculite, clinker, expanded or sintered clay or 

shale, foamed slag, or recycled concrete or asphalt that is used as an ingredient in 

compound materials. 

 

"Product" -- any aggregate, compound, item, substance, material, component, system, 

or subsystem sold or traded or produced for sale or trade to the general public in the 

course of normal business operations. 

 

"Compound" -- asphalt concrete, portland cement concrete, concrete block, structural 

concrete, unreinforced or lightweight concrete, or any other substance composed of 

aggregate that is used in construction and engineering applications. 

 

"Fine-Particle Control Device" -- any apparatus, structure, or method of filtration that 

falls into any of the following general categories: 

  (i) fabric filters, also known as baghouses or bag filters; 

 (ii) electrostatic collectors, including dry and wet electrostatic precipitators 

and ionizing wet scrubbers; 

 (iii) wet inertial-impaction collectors, including venturi scrubbers and 

advanced designs that use flux-force condensation-enhancement techniques; or 

 (iv) cyclone separators or any other apparatus, structure, or method that is 

capable of separating fine particles from gas. 

 

"Flue Gas Emission Control Waste" -- the particulates recovered from fine-particle 

control devices and other receptacles during the treatment of flue gas. 

 

"Fly Ash" -- the fine, lightweight particulates that are transported from the 

combustion chamber by flue gases into exhaust stacks or other receptacles. 

 

"Hazardous Waste Ash" -- fly ash, flue gas emission control waste, and slag produced 

as a byproduct of incineration of hazardous waste. 

 

"Slag" -- the molten or once-molten ash that collects on fine-particle control devices 

or other receptacles as well as chunks in bottom ash. 

 

"Person" -- any individual, public or private corporation, industry, co-partnership, 

association, firm, trust, estate or private legal entity. 

 

 

Section 4. § 146-37 - Prohibition on Usage of Hazardous Waste Ash in 

Products.  

 

No person shall mix, combine or blend hazardous waste ash with any product. This 

prohibition shall also apply to any material collected from fine-particle control devices 
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serving as pollution control or containment systems at any hazardous waste 

incinerator or kiln that is permitted by the department to receive and combust 

hazardous waste with or without energy recovery. 

 

This prohibition shall not apply to the use or reuse of hazardous waste materials by 

any Department or Division of Albany County. Specifically, ash product that is 

produced through the incineration of wastewater sludge at the Albany County Water 

Purification District is not considered a hazardous material pursuant to this Local 

Law and is thereby exempt from the provisions of this legislation. 

 

 

Section 5. § 146-38 - Enforcement. 

Any person or entity who violates the provisions of this Local Law shall be subject to 

the imposition of a civil penalty by the Commissioner of Health of not more than 

$5,000 for a first violation, $10,000 for a second violation, and $20,000 for each 

violation thereafter.  

The civil penalties provided by this section shall be recoverable in an action instituted 

in the name of the County of Albany. The County of Albany may also institute a suit 

in equity where unlawful conduct exists for an injunction to restrain a violation of 

this Local Law. 

 

 

Section 6. Severability 

 

The provisions of this Act shall be severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence or 

provision is declared to be invalid or is preempted by Federal or State law or 

regulation, the validity of the remainder of this Act shall not be affected. 

 

 

Section 7. SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action”

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   

 

 

Section 8. Effective Date.  

 

This Local Law act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a 

law.  
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Referred to Conservation, Sustainability, and Green Initiatives and Law 

Committees – 4/8/24 
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LOCAL LAW NO.  FOR 2024 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, AMENDING THE 

ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER AND LOCAL LAW NO. 8 FOR 1993 AS 

AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR AN OFFICE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER 

 

Introduced:  9/9/24 
                     By Cunningham, Willingham: 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 10 AND 33 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE 

LAW, COUNTY LAW SECTION 400 AND SECTION 2702 OF THE ALBANY 

COUNTY CHARTER: 

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

 

SECTION I. Legislative Intent: 

 

In 2012, a Charter Review Commission was formed by this Honorable Body to 

determine what, if any, changes could be made to the then decade’s old charter. The

Commission met routinely over the course of a year and published recommended 

changes to the Charter, many of which sought to streamline processes or modernize 

the County’s operations. To date, many of the proposed changes have been adopted,

but a various substantive changes have evaded adoption. One major proposal by the 

Charter Review Commission was to replace the County’s four, part-time Coroners 

with a single full-time Medical Examiner. This change would modernize death 

investigations in the County, a change that many other counties have adopted over 

the years. 

 

[A second major proposal from the Charter Review Commission is to expand the 

governance of the Board of Contract Administration. The Board’s authority was

established in 1993, and provided oversight of contracts less than $100,000. The 

Charter Review Commission suggested increasing that amount based on inflation, 

which would have been $155,000 at the time of the Charter Review Commission’s

proposal.  Today, that amount, adjusted for inflation, is approximately $215,000. The 

recommendation of the Charter Review Commission should be adopted to reflect the 

fact that the Board of Contract Administration is operating in 2024, and not 1993. 

 

Finally, part of the recommendations of the Charter Review Commission was to 

incorporate various departments into the Charter, departments that were absent (or 

not yet in existence) in the original document. These proposed changes do just that, 

with the Division of Information Services and the newly retitled Department of Parks 

and Recreation.] 

 

SECTION II. [Article 5 of the Albany County Charter is hereby amended to 

create the following sections: 

 

Section 504: Information Services. 

43



There shall be within the Department of Management and Budget an independent 

Division of Information Services headed by a Chief Information Officer. The Chief 

Information Officer shall be appointed by the County Executive, subject to 

confirmation by the County Legislature as provided in Section 302(c) of this Charter, 

and serve at the pleasure of the County Executive. The Chief Information Officer and 

staff shall be charged with providing information, technology and computer systems 

services in support of the county’s departments and administrative units. The Chief 

Information Officer shall perform such other and related duties as shall be required 

or delegated to her by the County Executive or the County Legislature. 

 

SECTION III. Article 13 of the Albany County Charter is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

Section 1301: Board of Contract Administration; powers and duties. 

 

For the purpose of simplifying, clarifying and centralizing the approval process for 

contracts, there is hereby established a Board of Contract Administration. The Board 

shall be composed of the County Executive, the Chairperson of the County 

Legislature and the County Clerk. The Board of Contract Administration is 

empowered to approve contracts for execution by the County Executive in amounts of 

not less than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), and, not more than [one] two 

hundred fifteen thousand dollars ($[100]215,000), or such higher amount as may be 

established by local law. The Board shall report [periodically] quarterly to the County 

Legislature, detailing the contracts approved by it. 

 

Section 1302: Other contract approvals. 

 

The County Executive shall be empowered to approve and execute contracts in an 

amount less than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). The County Legislature shall 

be empowered to approve contracts for execution by the County Executive in amounts 

over [one] two hundred fifteen thousand dollars ($[100]215,000), in addition to those 

mentioned in Section 204(m) of this Charter. The County Executive shall not, through 

change orders, amendments, renewals, or any other method or device, exceed such 

twenty thousand dollar ($20,000) limit with respect to any vendor or subject matter, 

without approval of the County Legislature. 

 

Section 1303: Annual Adjusted Amount 

 

The dollar amounts set forth above in sections 1301 and 1302 of this Article shall be 

adjusted annually on the first day of January each year by the Consumer Price Index 

(“CPI”) to keep pace with inflation. The County’s Department of Management and

Budget shall sue the annual CPI data for adjustment. The annual adjusted dollar 

amount shall be provided to the Clerk of the Legislature by the Commissioner of 

Management and Budget upon it being determined. 

 

SECTION IV.] Article 19 of the Albany County Charter is hereby repealed 

entirely. 
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Article 9: Department of Health is hereby amended by adding the following 

subsections: 

 

Section 905: Office of Medical Examiner; Appointment; Qualifications 

 

(a) There shall be an Office of Medical Examiner, a division of the Albany County 

Department of Health. The Office shall be headed by a Chief Medical Examiner 

who shall be appointed by the County Executive for a six-year term, subject to 

confirmation by the County Legislature. At the time of their appointment, and 

throughout their appointment, the Medical Examiner shall be and remain duly 

licensed and entitled to practice medicine in the State of New York and shall 

have an expertise in forensic pathology and such other qualifications for the 

responsibilities of the Office as determined by the Commissioner of Health. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Public Officer’s Law Section 38 and County

Law Section 400, if the Office of Chief Medical Examiner becomes vacant other 

than by expiration of term, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the 

County Executive for a five-year term, subject to confirmation by the County 

Legislature. 

(b) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, shall 

appoint a Chief Deputy Medical Examiner, who shall also be a physician 

licensed to practice medicine in the State of New York. In addition to such 

other duties as may be assigned by the Chief Medical Examiner, the Chief 

Deputy Medical Examiner shall possess the powers and perform the duties of 

the Medical Examiner during his absence or inability to act. 

(c) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, may, 

in conformity with the rules and regulations applicable to the civil service, 

appoint such forensic investigators and deputy medical examiners as may be 

authorized by the County Legislature. Forensic investigators and deputy 

medical examiners shall assist the Chief Medical Examiner in the conduct of 

investigations and the discharge of his other duties and responsibilities; shall 

conduct tests and examinations and furnish forensic, medical, investigative 

and technical services; and shall possess such qualifications and perform such 

other duties as may be determined by the Chief Medical Examiner. 

 

[SECTION VI. Article 20 of the Albany County Charter is hereby repealed 

entirely and replaced as follows: 

 

Article 20: Parks and Recreation. 

 

There shall be a Parks and Recreation Department which shall be responsible for 

providing recreation programs and opportunities for the Albany County community 

that develops fundamental social, emotional, physical, and cognitive skills that 

promote a higher quality of life.  The department head shall be the Commissioner of 

Parks and Recreation. The Commissioner of Parks and Recreation shall be appointed 

by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the County Legislature as 

provided in Section 302(c) of this Charter, and serve at the pleasure of the County 
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Executive. The Commissioner of Parks and Recreation shall perform such other and 

related duties as shall be required or delegated to her by the County Executive or the 

County Legislature.] 

 

SECTION [V]III. SEQRA Compliance 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action” 

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required 

SECTION IV[III]. Effective Date. 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary 

of State if it is approved by a affirmative vote of the qualified electors of the County 

of Albany voting upon a proposition for its approval at the next general election in 

conformity with the provisions of Section 34 of the New York Municipal Home Rule 

Law and Section 2702 of the Albany County Charter. 
 
 

46



LOCAL LAW NO.  FOR 2024 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, AMENDING THE 

ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER AND LOCAL LAW NO. 8 FOR 1993 AS 

AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR AN OFFICE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER 

 

Introduced:  9/9/24 
                     By Cunningham, Willingham: 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 10 AND 33 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE 

LAW, COUNTY LAW SECTION 400 AND SECTION 2702 OF THE ALBANY 

COUNTY CHARTER: 

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

 

SECTION I. Legislative Intent: 

 

In 2012, a Charter Review Commission was formed by this Honorable Body to 

determine what, if any, changes could be made to the then decade’s old charter. The

Commission met routinely over the course of a year and published recommended 

changes to the Charter, many of which sought to streamline processes or modernize 

the County’s operations. To date, many of the proposed changes have been adopted,

but a various substantive changes have evaded adoption. One major proposal by the 

Charter Review Commission was to replace the County’s four, part-time Coroners 

with a single full-time Medical Examiner. This change would modernize death 

investigations in the County, a change that many other counties have adopted over 

the years. 

 

SECTION II 

 

Article 19 of the Albany County Charter is hereby repealed entirely. 

 

Article 9: Department of Health is hereby amended by adding the following 

subsections: 

 

Section 905: Office of Medical Examiner; Appointment; Qualifications 

 

(a) There shall be an Office of Medical Examiner, a division of the Albany County 

Department of Health. The Office shall be headed by a Chief Medical Examiner 

who shall be appointed by the County Executive for a six-year term, subject to 

confirmation by the County Legislature. At the time of their appointment, and 

throughout their appointment, the Medical Examiner shall be and remain duly 

licensed and entitled to practice medicine in the State of New York and shall 

have an expertise in forensic pathology and such other qualifications for the 

responsibilities of the Office as determined by the Commissioner of Health. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Public Officer’s Law Section 38 and County

Law Section 400, if the Office of Chief Medical Examiner becomes vacant other 
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than by expiration of term, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the 

County Executive for a five-year term, subject to confirmation by the County 

Legislature. 

(b) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, shall 

appoint a Chief Deputy Medical Examiner, who shall also be a physician 

licensed to practice medicine in the State of New York. In addition to such 

other duties as may be assigned by the Chief Medical Examiner, the Chief 

Deputy Medical Examiner shall possess the powers and perform the duties of 

the Medical Examiner during his absence or inability to act. 

(c) The Chief Medical Examiner, within the appropriations made therefor, may, 

in conformity with the rules and regulations applicable to the civil service, 

appoint such forensic investigators and deputy medical examiners as may be 

authorized by the County Legislature. Forensic investigators and deputy 

medical examiners shall assist the Chief Medical Examiner in the conduct of 

investigations and the discharge of his other duties and responsibilities; shall 

conduct tests and examinations and furnish forensic, medical, investigative 

and technical services; and shall possess such qualifications and perform such 

other duties as may be determined by the Chief Medical Examiner. 

 

SECTION III. SEQRA Compliance 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action” 

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required 

SECTION IV. Effective Date. 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary 

of State if it is approved by a affirmative vote of the qualified electors of the County 

of Albany voting upon a proposition for its approval at the next general election in 

conformity with the provisions of Section 34 of the New York Municipal Home Rule 

Law and Section 2702 of the Albany County Charter. 
 
 

48



LOCAL LAW NO. P FOR 2024 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 242 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE TO PROVIDE A LOCAL 

LICENSING SYSTEM FOR TOBACCO AND RELATED PRODUCTS 

Introduced: 9/9/24 

By: Cunningham, Willingham, McLean Lane, McLaughlin, Miller 

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

SECTION I. Article Creation. 

Chapter 242, Article VI, Tobacco Retail Licensing, is hereby created 

SECTION II. Title 

This law shall be known as the “Quit Using Inhalants & Tobacco (QUIT Act). 

SECTION III. § 242-32 Legislative Intent and Purpose 

In accordance with New York State Public Health Law § 1399-ii, the County of Albany 

intends to limit the concentration of smoke shops and tobacco retailers within the 

County. The regulations herein are intended to further the goals of New York State's 

tobacco use prevention and control program, due to the known adverse impacts of 

tobacco and nicotine use. In furtherance of the state's goals, the County finds that: 

a. Smoke shop and tobacco retailer density is associated with higher rates of tobacco 

use in both youth and adult populations; and 

b. Adolescent brains are vulnerable to the effects of nicotine and to nicotine 

dependency; and 

c. Tobacco use leads to preventable death and disease in New York State; and 

d. The County of Albany has a substantial interest in reducing the number of 

individuals of all ages who use cigarettes and other tobacco products, and a particular 

interest in protecting adolescents from tobacco dependence and the illnesses and 

premature death associated with tobacco use, and 

e. The restriction of increasing smoke shop and tobacco retailer density will reduce 

the availability of nicotine products to residents, and in particular young residents, 

thus reducing risk to the public's health, safety, and wellbeing. 
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SECTION IV. § 242-33 Authority 

This article is enacted by the Albany County Legislature pursuant to its authority to 

adopt local laws under the New York State Constitution Article IX and Municipal 

Home Rule Law § 10. 

SECTION V. § 242-34 Definitions 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

Accessory: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-20. 

Component or Part: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-20. 

Constituent: An ingredient, substance, chemical, or compound, other than tobacco, 

water, reconstituted tobacco sheet, or propylene glycol or vegetable glycerin that is 

added by the manufacturer to a covered product during the processing, manufacture, 

or packing of the covered product. 

Covered Product: A tobacco product, electronic aerosol delivery system, or another or 

product regulated by Article 13-F of the Public Health Law. 

Department: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-20. 

Commissioner: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-20. 

Electronic Aerosol Delivery System: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-20. 

New Tobacco Retail License: a tobacco retail license that is not a renewed tobacco 

retail license. 

Person: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-3 

Renewed Tobacco Retail License: A tobacco retail license issued to an applicant for the 

same location at which the applicant possessed a valid tobacco retail license during 

the previous 12 months. 

Sell: Shall mean to sell, exchange, give or dispose of to another or offer to or agree to 

do the same. 

School: A public or independent kindergarten, elementary, middle, junior high, or high 

school. 
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Tobacco Product: as defined in Chapter 242 §242-20 

Tobacco Retailer: A retailer licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

Tobacco Retail License: A license issued pursuant to Chapter 242 §242-35 by the 

Department to a person to engage in the retail sale in the County of Albany of a 

covered product. 

SECTION VI. §242-35 Tobacco Retail License Required. 

a. No person shall sell, offer for sale, or permit the sale of a covered product by 

retail within the County of Albany without a valid tobacco retail license. A 

tobacco retail license is not required for a wholesale dealer who sells products 

to retail dealers for the purpose of resale only and does not sell a covered 

product directly to consumers. 

b. Notwithstanding the requirements set forth in Subsection A, this chapter shall 

not apply to registered organizations pursuant to § 3364 of the Public Health 

Law. 

c. A tobacco retail license issued pursuant to this chapter is nontransferable and 

non-assignable and valid only for the applicant and the specific address 

indicated on the tobacco retail license. A separate tobacco retail license is 

required for each address where a covered product is sold or offered for sale. A 

change in business ownership or business address requires a new tobacco retail 

license. 

SECTION VII. §242-36 License Application and Application Fee 

a. An application for a new tobacco retail license or a renewed tobacco retail 

license shall be submitted to the Department in writing upon a form provided 

by the Department and shall contain information as required by the 

Department. The Department may require the forms to be signed and verified 

by the applicant or an authorized agent thereof. 

b. Each application for a tobacco retail license shall be accompanied by a non-

refundable application fee of $240. 

c. Upon the receipt of a completed application for a tobacco retail license and the 

application fee required by Subsection B, the Department may inspect the 

location at which sales of a covered product are to be permitted. The 

Department may ask the applicant to provide additional information that is 

reasonably related to the determination of whether a tobacco retail license may 

issue. 

SECTION VIII. §242-37 Issuance of Licenses 

a. No tobacco retail license shall be issued to a seller of a covered product that is 

not in a fixed, permanent location. 
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b. The issuance of a tobacco retail license pursuant to this chapter is done in the 

Department’s discretion and shall not confer upon licensee any property rights 

in the continued possession of the license. 

c. The Department shall collect from the applicant the tobacco retail license fee 

prescribed by §242-36(b); §242-38(b) prior to issuing a tobacco retail license. 

d. The Department may refuse to issue a tobacco retail license to an applicant if 

it finds that one or more of the following bases for denial exists: 

1. The information presented in the application is incomplete, inaccurate, 

false, or misleading; 

2. The fee for the application has not been paid as required; 

3. The applicant does not possess a valid certificate of registration required 

by state or federal law for the sale of a covered product; 

4. The Department has previously revoked a tobacco retail license issued 

under this chapter to the applicant; 

5. The Department has previously revoked a tobacco retail license issued 

under this chapter for the same address or location; 

6. The applicant has been found by a court of law or administrative body to 

have violated a federal, state, or local law pertaining to: 

i. Trafficking in contraband tobacco products or illegal drugs; 

ii. The payment or collection of taxes on a covered product 

iii. The display of a covered product or of health warnings pertaining 

to a covered product; or 

iv. The sale of a covered product. 

7. The applicant has not paid to the Count of Albany outstanding fees, fines, 

penalties, or other charges owed to the Count of Albany, including the 

fee for the tobacco retail license required by §242-36(b); §242-389(b)§ 114-

7; or 

8. The Department determines, in accordance with written criteria 

established to further the purposes of this chapter, that the applicant is 

otherwise not fit to hold a tobacco retail license. 

SECTION IX. §242-38 License Term and Annual Fee 

a. A tobacco retail license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be valid for no 

more than one year and shall expire on December 31. As set forth in § 114-12 

revocation of licenses, a tobacco retail license may be revoked for cause by the 

Department prior to its expiration. 

b. The tobacco retailer shall pay an annual tobacco retail license fee of $240. 

c. The Director may discount the tobacco retail license fee required by §242-36(b); 

§242-38(b) for an application received within six months of the expiration date. 

SECTION X: §242-39 Display of License 
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a. A tobacco retail license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be conspicuously 

displayed at the location where a covered product is sold so that it is readily 

visible to customers. 

b. Selling, offering for sale, or permitting the sale of a covered product without a 

valid tobacco retail license displayed in accordance with Subsection (a) 

constitutes a violation of this chapter. 

SECTION XI: §242-40 Number of Licenses Issued 

a. For the first year after the effective date of this chapter, the Department shall 

accept an application for a tobacco retail license only from an applicant for the 

same location at which the applicant possessed a valid certificate of registration 

as a tobacco retail dealer or electronic aerosol delivery system (vapor) products 

dealer from the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance 180 days 

prior to the effective date of this chapter. 

b. Beginning one year after the effective date of this chapter, the Department shall 

issue a renewed tobacco retail license to eligible applicants. 

c. Thereafter, the Department shall issue only one new tobacco retail license for 

every two tobacco retail licenses that are not renewed, until a floor of one 

hundred fifty (150) is reached. Thereafter, the Department shall evaluate the 

effect of this local law on reducing tobacco usage by reducing the density of 

tobacco retailers.  

d. Whenever the number of valid applications for a new tobacco retail license 

exceeds the maximum number of new tobacco retail licenses that may be issued 

pursuant to this section, the Department shall grant new tobacco retail licenses 

using the following priorities: 

1. A new tobacco retail license shall be granted, first, to an applicant for an 

establishment whose property line is located 1,000 feet or more from the 

nearest point of the property line of a school who holds but does not seek 

to renew a valid tobacco retail license for an establishment whose 

property line is within 1,000 feet of the nearest point of the property line 

of a school. If there are more valid applications from these applicants 

than the number of available new tobacco retail licenses, the new tobacco 

retail license(s) shall be granted to these applicants by lottery; 

2. A new tobacco retail license shall be granted, second, to an applicant 

whose property line is located 1,000 feet or more from the nearest point 

of the property line of a school. If there are more valid applications from 

these applicants than the number of available new tobacco retail 

licenses, the new tobacco retail license(s) shall be granted to these 

applicants by lottery; 

3. A new tobacco retail license shall be granted, third, to an applicant who 

will sell a covered product at an establishment where the operator 

restricts entry to persons 21 years and older. If there are more valid 

applications from these applicants than the number of available new 
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tobacco retail licenses, the new tobacco retail license(s) shall be granted 

to these applicants by lottery; 

4. Any remaining new tobacco retail licenses shall be granted to applicants 

by lottery. 

SECTION XII: §242-41 Sales of Electronic Aerosol Delivery Systems 

No tobacco retailer whose property line is located within 1,000 feet of the nearest point 

of the property line of a school shall distribute without charge, sell, offer for sale, or 

possess with intent to sell an electronic aerosol delivery system, commonly known as 

vapor products or electronic cigarettes. 

SECTION XIII: §242-42 Violation and Penalties; Enforcement 

a. The Department or its authorized designee(s) shall enforce the provisions of 

this chapter. The Department may conduct periodic inspections to ensure 

compliance with this chapter. 

b. In addition to the penalties provided for in § 114-12, a person found to be in 

violation of this chapter shall be liable for a civil penalty of not more than $500 

for the first violation, not more than $750 for the second violation within a two-

year period, and not more than $1,000 for the third and each subsequent 

violation within a two-year period, or as determined by the Director. Each day 

on which a violation occurs shall be considered a separate and distinct violation. 

SECTION XIV. § 242-43 Revocation of Licenses 

a. The Department may suspend or revoke a tobacco retail license issued 

pursuant to this chapter for violations of the terms and conditions of this 

chapter or for violation of a federal, state, or local law or regulation pertaining 

to: 

1. Trafficking a contraband covered product or illegal drug; 

2. The payment or collection of taxes on a covered product; 

3. The display of a covered product or of health warnings pertaining to a 

covered product; or 

4. The sale of a covered product. 

b. The Department may revoke a tobacco retail license if the Department finds 

that one or more of the bases for denial of a license under §242-37 existed at 

the time application was made or at any time before the license issued. 

SECTION XV. §242-44 Rules and Regulations 

The Department may issue and amend rules, regulations, standards, guidelines, or 

conditions to implement and enforce this chapter. 

SECTION XVI. Severability 
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If any part or provision of this local law, or the application thereof to any individual 

or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of the local law shall not be affected 

thereby and shall continue in force and effect. 

SECTION XVII. Effective Date 

This Local Law shall take effect on January 1, 2025 and its filing with the Secretary 

of State as required by §27 of the New York State Municipal Home Rule Law. 

 

Referred to Law and Health Committees – 9/9/24 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “Q” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK CREATING 

CHAPTER ___ OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE, REGARDING THE 

CREATION OF THE ALBANY COUNTY OFFICE OF ASSIGNED COUNSEL 

 

Introduced: 10/15/24 

By: Kuhn 
 

A LOCAL LAW amending the Laws of Albany County by adding a new Chapter 

XXX relating to the creation of the Albany County Office of Assigned Counsel. 

 

BE IT ENACTED By the County Legislature of the County of Albany as 

follows: 

 

Section 1.  A new Chapter is hereby added to the Laws of Albany County to 

read as follows: 

 

Chapter XXX 

 

ALBANY COUNTY OFFICE OF ASSIGNED COUNSEL  

 

 Sec. XXX—101. Short Title 

 Sec. XXX—102. Purpose 

 Sec. XXX—103. Definitions 

 Sec. XXX—104. Board of Directors, Membership 

 Sec. XXX—105. Board of Directors, Powers and Duties 

 Sec. XXX—106. Assigned Counsel Administrator, Appointment, Term. 

 Sec. XXX—107. Operation of Program 

 Sec. XXX—108. Rules and Regulations 

 Sec. XXX---109.  Severability 

 

Sec. XXX—101. Short Title. 

 

This Chapter shall be known as and cited as “The Albany County Office of 

Assigned Counsel.” 

 

Sec. XXX--102.  Establishment, Purpose. 

 

Pursuant to New York State County Law Article 18-B, §722(3)(a)(b) there shall 

be an Office of Assigned Counsel, which shall operate as an independent office 

separate from the Albany County Office of the Public Defender and the Albany 
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County Office of the Alternate Public Defender.  The purpose of said office is to 

maintain an Assigned Counsel Program in the County by establishing protocols and 

policies for assigning attorneys to indigent clients in both family court and the 

criminal court(s) to ensure the provision of professional, skilled, ethical and client-

centered legal representation of such indigent clients.  The Assigned Counsel 

Program shall operate in compliance with the Standards for establishing and 

Administering Assigned Counsel Programs promulgated by the New York State 

Office of Indigent Legal Services pursuant to New York State Executive Law §832 

(the “Standards”).  

 

Further, the development and creation of this plan is done in conjunction with 

the recent provision of funding dedicated to providing defense to persons unable to 

afford counsel as established [to indigent defense provided] by the State of New York 

via the Hurrell-Herring Settlement.  This Plan shall remain in force and effect unless 

and until those resources are extinguished.   

 

 

 

Sec. XXX—103. Definitions 

 

a. Administrator—the person who administers the Assigned Counsel Program in 

the County and ensures that all appropriate Standards are met;  

 

b. Assigned Counsel—A private attorney or attorneys, other than an attorney or 

attorneys employed by the Public or Alternate Public Defender’s Offices, paid

by the government at an hourly rate established under New York State County 

Law Article 18-B to represent eligible clients; 

 

c. Assigned Counsel Program—An entity within the County of Albany that sets 

forth protocols and policies for the assignment of attorneys to public defense 

clients and ensures that those attorneys provide quality representation; 

[private attorney or attorneys, other than an attorney or attorneys employed 

by Public or Alternate Public Defender’s Office(s), paid by the government at

an hourly rate established under New York State County Law 18-B to 

represent eligible clients;] 

 

d. Clients—Persons entitled to representation in criminal defense and family law 

matters under County Law, Article 18-B, as determined in accordance with 

applicable standards set by the New York State Office of Indigent Legal 

Services (hereinafter referred to as “NYS ILS”); [Indigent persons entitled to 
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mandated representation in criminal defense and family law matters under 

New York State County Law 18-B;]  

 

e. County—The County of Albany; 

 

f. Independent—Freedom from improper influence and control by any outside 

entity to ensure that the Assigned Counsel Program and assigned counsel 

make decisions based solely on the interests of their clients;  

 

g. [Indigent—Individual(s) who do not possess the means to adequately finance 

their own defense.  Indigent status will be determined in accordance with the 

applicable standards set by the New York State Office of Indigent Legal 

Services;] Judge(s)—Judges, magistrates, and any other persons with 

adjudicative powers over clients eligible for mandated representation;  

 

h. Mandated Representation—Government-funded legal representation that is 

constitutionally or statutorily required including, but not limited to, 

representation in criminal matters pursuant to New York State County Law 

Article 18-B, family court proceedings, and appellate representation;  

 

i. Mentor(s), Mentoring Attorney(s), Resource Attorney(s)—An experienced 

attorney who provides training, consultation, and guidance to other attorneys 

on the Panel;  

 

j. Office of the Assigned Counsel Program—The office responsible for 

administering the Assigned Counsel program in Albany County;  

 

k. Panel—The Assigned Counsel Program’s list of attorneys eligible to receive

assignments in the County, which should be limited to those in good standing 

and with the requisite skills and training.  The Assigned Counsel Program 

shall develop regulations and requirements for representation that comport 

with applicable guidelines provided by the New York State Office of Indigent 

Legal Services.  

 

l. Panel Attorney—An attorney who has been evaluated by the Albany County 

Assigned Counsel Program, and is rendering services to eligible persons in 

family and criminal court(s);  

m. Quality Representation—Representation of clients in a professional, skilled, 

ethical and client-centered manner, consistent with best practices as defined 

by the Standards;  
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n. Standards—Standards for Establishing and Administering Assigned Counsel 

Programs in New York State promulgated by the New York State Office of 

Indigent Legal Services pursuant to New York State Executive Law §832;  

 

o. Supervising Attorney—An attorney, selected by the Assigned Counsel program 

administrator who assists the Administrator in the execution of the tasks 

necessary to operate the Assigned Counsel Program and ensure that its 

responsibilities are executed in compliance with the Standards and all other 

applicable law;  

 

p. Vouchers—Document(s) supplied by a Panel Attorney which details an 

assigned counsel matter, the fees for representation and disbursements that 

were incurred by a Panel Attorney during their representation of a person 

unable to afford counsel. [an indigent client.]  Completed and accurate 

Vouchers are necessary in order to secure payment.  

 

Sec. XXX-104.  Assigned Counsel Board of Directors 

 

a. There shall be an Assigned Counsel Board of Directors, which shall consist of 

seven (7) members. [five (5) members. Three (3)] Five (5) members shall be 

appointed by the County Executive, one (1) shall be appointed by the 

Chairperson of the Albany County Legislature, and one (1) shall be appointed 

by the Majority Leader of the Albany County Legislature.  The Board shall 

consist of the following: 

(i) Three (3) members chosen by the County Executive, shall be 

chosen from among those individuals recommended to the County 

Executive by the following: one (1) member recommended from 

the Albany County Bar Association; one (1) member 

recommended by the Albany County Women's Bar Association; 

and one (1) member recommended by the Capital District Black 

and Hispanic Bar Association; [One (1) member chosen by the 

County Executive shall be from among the individuals 

recommended to the Board of Directors by the Albany County Bar 

Association;] 

(ii) One (1) member chosen by the County Executive shall be an 

attorney who actively practices criminal or family law;  

(iii) One (1) member chosen by the County Executive shall be a 

member of the general public who is not a member of the legal 

profession;  

(iv) One (1) member chosen by the Majority Leader shall be a former 

assigned counsel attorney who has practiced family law; and  
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(v) One (1) member chosen by the Chairperson of the Legislature who 

shall be a former assigned counsel attorney who has practiced 

criminal law; 

(vi) One (1) member shall be the Chairperson of the Law Committee 

of the Albany County Legislature, who shall serve as an ex officio, 

non-voting member of the Board.   

 

Upon making their formal recommendation, the County Executive, the 

Chairperson of the Legislature and the Majority Leader shall notify each of the 

respective offices regarding their appointments. Each appointment shall be 

filed with the Clerk of the Albany County Legislature within forty-five (45) 

days of their recommendation. 

 

b. When a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Assigned Counsel Board of 

Directors, the vacancy shall, within forty-five (45) days, be filled for the 

unexpired portion of the term in the same manner as the original appointment.  

 

c. The majority of the Board’s members shall be attorneys who are not judges.

No member of the board of Directors shall hold a position as a prosecutor, a 

member of law enforcement or any other government official whose duties may 

be adversarial to clients receiving mandated representation.  

 

d. There shall be a Chair of the Board of Directors. Such individual shall be 

chosen from among the members of the Board of Directors upon a majority 

vote. The Chair shall serve for a two (2) year term, but in no instance shall said 

term extend beyond the member’s term of appointment as a member of the

Board of Directors. No member shall be eligible to serve as Chair for 

consecutive terms. No judge shall serve as the Chair of the Board of Directors. 

 

e. The members of the Board of Directors shall be appointed for a term of two (2) 

years, except as indicated below, beginning on January 1, and ending on 

December 31 of the following calendar year, terms for the inaugural Board of 

Directors shall be as follows:  

a. The members appointed by the County Executive, as recommended by, 

the Albany County Bar Association, the Albany County Women’s Bar

Association, and the Capital District Black and Hispanic Bar 

Association shall serve from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 

2025; 

b. The member appointed by the County Executive who actively practices 

criminal or family law shall serve from January 1, 2025 through 

December 31, 2026;  
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c. The member appointed by the County Executive who is a member of the 

general public and not a member of the legal profession shall serve from 

January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025;  

d. The member appointed by the Majority Leader of the Legislature shall 

serve from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025; and,    

e. The member appointed by the Chairperson of the Legislature shall serve 

from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026.    

  

 

f. No person shall serve as a member of the Board of Directors for more than 

three (3) consecutive two (2) year terms.  Members of the Board of Directors 

shall continue to serve until their successors have been appointed.   

 

g. Any individual chosen to fill a vacancy created otherwise than by expiration of 

a term shall be appointed in the same manner in which their successor was 

appointed and for the unexpired term of the member whom he or she is to 

succeed. 

 

h. In all instances, the Board of Directors shall require an affirmative vote of at 

least three (3) members of the Board to take any official action, or to exercise 

any of the powers and duties authorized by this law. 

 

i. No member of the Board of Directors shall be compensated for the services to 

be provided but may be reimbursed for any reasonable expenses that may be 

incurred in the conduct of their official duties as Board [of such] members.  

 

Sec. XXX—105. Board of Directors, powers and duties 

 

The Board of Directors shall have the following powers and duties: 

 

a. Provide guidance and advice on the operation of the Assigned Counsel Program 

in the County; 

 

b. Appoint the Assigned Counsel Program Administrator in consultation with the 

New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services and subject to approval by 

the Albany County Executive and  confirmation of the Albany County 

Legislature;  

 

c. Study and review the existing program under Article 18-B of the New York 

State County Law for provisions of [indigent] representation in the courts for 
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persons unable to afford counsel, and recommend any appropriate 

modifications to the program; 

 

d. Establish and implement uniform rules and regulations in compliance with the 

Standards for creation and administration of the Assigned Counsel Program 

to enable the effective provision of [indigent] legal services for persons unable 

to afford counsel in Albany County;  

 

e. Review the annual Budget request from the Assigned Counsel Program 

Administrator for submission to the Albany County Commissioner of 

Management and Budget in compliance with County budgetary law and 

procedures;  

 

f. Consult with the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services, the 

Judiciary, and community groups regarding the provisions of [indigent] legal 

services for persons unable to afford counsel in the County;  

 

g. Prepare and review an Annual Report for submission to the County Executive 

and County Legislature by December 31st of each year regarding the services 

provided by the Assigned Counsel Program including but not limited to: 

numbers and types of cases, attorney caseloads, and Office expenditures; 

 

h. Meet on at least a biannual basis in order to ensure that all the responsibilities 

and duties of the Assigned Counsel Program are executed in a prompt and 

efficient manner. 

 

 

 

Sec. XXX—106.  Assigned Counsel Program Administrator; appointment, 

qualifications, term 

 

a. The Board of Directors shall nominate [appoint] an Assigned Counsel Program 

Administrator subject to the approval of the Albany County Executive and 

confirmation by the Albany County Legislature.  Any person so nominated 

shall be an attorney in good standing, licensed in State of New York, possess 

administrative experience, be well-versed in Criminal and/or Family law 

matters, and demonstrate integrity and commitment to quality representation 

of [indigent clients] persons unable to afford counsel; 

 

b. The Administrator shall serve full-time and shall not engage in the private 

practice of law during their appointment. 
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c. The Administrator shall serve a term of five (5) [two (2)] years subject to 

another nomination at the discretion of the Board of Directors and the approval 

of the County Executive and confirmation by the Albany County Legislature. 

 

d. The Administrator serves, pursuant to § 2507 of the Albany County Charter, 

and may be removed for cause, after notice and opportunity to be heard in 

compliance with procedures established by the Board of Directors.  

 

Sec. XXX—107.  Assigned Counsel Program Administrator; Powers and 

Duties. 

 

a. The Administrator shall be the administrative head of the office, and shall 

have the duty to ensure to the extent possible that all [indigent] persons 

unable to afford counsel are provided with quality legal representation as soon 

as feasible after arrest, detention or after they request [requires for] counsel 

in a criminal case, and at the earliest possible stage of a state intervention case 

in family court;  

 

b. Develop and monitor program policies, standards, and operational procedures 

of the Assigned Counsel Program regarding qualifications for appointment to 

each panel, recruitment of attorneys to serve on each panel, limitations on 

attorney caseloads, guidelines for administrative responsibilities of panel 

attorneys and supervision and review of attorney caseloads and quality of legal 

representation; 

 

c. Maintain panels of attorneys eligible to receive assignments for [indigent 

representations] representation of persons unable to afford counsel based upon 

sufficient knowledge and experience.  These panels are required to be 

subdivided into categories commensurate with the experience of each 

respective panel attorney and consistent with the Standards.  The 

Administrator shall be responsible for establishing the requirements and 

conditions necessary for attorneys to be assigned more complex matters. 

 

d. Establish qualifications and standards for certification of attorneys to become 

members of the panels. All determinations on applications for certification to 

the panels shall be made by the Assigned Counsel Program Administrator.  

Any attorney aggrieved by the determination of the Administrator may seek 

review of the determination by the Board of Directors. 
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e. Establish procedures and standards for a recertification program.  Upon 

review of recertification applications and any other relevant information 

provided, the Assigned Counsel Administrator shall make determinations 

regarding all applications.  All determinations regarding applications for 

recertification to the panels shall be made by the Administrator.  Any Attorney 

aggrieved by the determination of the Administrator may seek review of the 

determination by the Board of Directors. 

 

f. Ensure adequate participation on the panels and that training for assigned 

counsel is provided.  

 

g. Oversee the rotation and coordination of Panel Attorneys, implement a fair 

and prompt process for assignment of Panel Attorneys to all matters, ensure 

that the ability, training and experience of panel attorneys are matched to the 

complexity of the cases to which they are assigned, and timely assignments of 

counsel to persons unable to afford counsel [indigent clients] an soon as 

feasible after arrest, detention or after a request [requires] for counsel in a 

criminal case is made, and at the earliest possible stage of a state intervention 

case in family court; 

 

h. Review all vouchers for services provided through the Assigned Counsel 

Program including attorney vouchers to ensure proper payment for services 

performed; 

 

i. Prepare any and all Budget proposal for the Office of the Assigned Counsel 

Program for review by the Board of Directors and County Department 

pursuant to County law and policy. 

 

j. Maintain records of accounts and expenditures of the Office of Assigned 

Counsel Program in compliance with all applicable law and County policy; 

 

k. Serve as an information resource to the Board of Directors and the attorneys 

on each assigned counsel panel;  

 

l. Establish procedures for submission, investigation, and resolution of 

complaints from clients, client family members, co-counsel, opposing counsel, 

and the judiciary regarding legal representation; 

 

m. Conduct a periodic evaluation and review of the Assigned Counsel Program 

budget and communicate fiscal and programmatic needs of the program to the 

New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services to obtain state funding;  

64



 

n. Prepare contracts with appropriate legal organizations such as the Albany 

County Bar Association and other Assigned Counsel Programs to perform 

certain services required by the Assigned Counsel Program enumerated in this 

Chapter in compliance with all legal and budgetary mandates;  

 

o. Attend meeting(s) of the Board of Directors and provide the annual reports as 

requested by the Board of Directors on the Assigned Counsel Program which 

shall include number of cases assigned, attorneys assigned, services provided 

to the Panels and office expenditures; 

 

p. Ensure compliance with County Law, policies, and procedures;  

 

q. Approve requests by panel attorneys of use of funding issued by the New York 

State Office of Indigent Legal Services for any non-attorney professional 

services such as investigators, expert witnesses, social workers, interpreters, 

mental health, supervised visitation or any other professional services as 

required to provide quality representation. 

 

r. Remove or suspend for a definite period of time, an attorney from the panel for 

cause, upon notice and opportunity to be heard, subject to review by the Board 

of Directors pursuant to procedures established by the Assigned Counsel 

Program.  

 

s. Make applications for other sources of state and federal funding to meet the 

budgetary and programmatic needs of the Assigned Counsel Program; 

 

t. Ensure that data is collected and reported to the New York State Office of 

Indigent Legal Services (“NYS ILS”) as required by County Law § 722-f, and 

in accordance with all valid NYS ILS contracts. 

 

u. Any other duties necessary to carry out the purposes of this Chapter.  

 

Sec. XXX—108. Assignment of Defense Counsel 

 

a. Order of Assignment—The Albany County Public Defender’s Office has the

primary responsibility for providing services for [indigent] the 

defense/representation of persons unable to afford counsel in a particular 

matter. In the event that the Albany County Public Defender’s Office is

determined to have a conflict, this responsibility will pass to the Albany County 

Alternate Public Defender’s Office.  The Albany County Alternate Public 
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Defender’s Office has the secondary responsibility for [indigent the 

defense/representation of persons unable to afford counsel in a particular 

matter[s]. If the Alternate Public Defender’s Office is determined to have a 

conflict, then the Assigned Counsel Program will have the responsibility to 

assign counsel to persons unable to afford counsel [an indigent person] 

pursuant to the provisions of the Plan. The Court may, utilizing its inherent 

powers, appoint an attorney from the Assigned Counsel Program’s list of Panel

Attorneys to a case involving persons unable to afford counsel [an indigent 

client] if circumstances require an immediate appointment, and the Court is 

unable to contact the Assigned Counsel Program to make such an 

appointment.  If the Court makes such an appointment, they shall notify the 

Assigned Counsel Program within two (2) days of the assignment. Such 

notification shall be in a manner which ensures that the Assigned Counsel 

Program is informed of the Court’s appointment as soon as practicable.. 

 

b. Counsel at First Appearance (CAFA) Program--The Albany County Public 

Defender’s Office and Alternate Public Defender’s Office administer a program

to provide representation to persons unable to afford counsel at that persons 

[indigent people counsel at] first appearance and arraignment.  In the event 

that the Public Defender’s Office and Alternate Public Defender’s Office cannot

provide representation to an eligible person who is unable to afford counsel, 

[indigent person,] the Court may assign a Panel Attorney to represent the 

person eligible for assigned counsel [indigent person] from a list provided by 

the Assigned Counsel Program. 

 

c. Acceptance—Attorneys may be asked to accept assignment in emergencies or 

on very short notice.  While acceptance of such assignments is not required, it 

is strongly encouraged. 

 

d. Non-Criminal Matters—The Administrator shall assign counsel to any person 

legally entitled to representation in family court or other matters 

constitutionally or statutorily eligible for representation.  The Administrator 

may assign counsel at earliest stage possible. In family law matters, this 

includes the assignment of counsel to parents and other legally responsible 

adults, as those terms are defined by relevant law, during a child welfare 

investigation.  The Assigned Counsel Administrator shall develop rules and 

regulations for the assignment of counsel to persons unable to afford counsel 

[indigents] in all other legally eligible matters. 

 

e. Manner of Assignment—The Administrator shall make assignment on a 

rotating basis from a list of all eligible participating attorneys.  In assigning 
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counsel, due regard shall be given to the following factors: (1) Potential 

conflict(s) of interest; (2) Geographic proximity; (3) Prior representation 

(continuity of counsel); (4) Attorney caseload; and (5) Applicable expertise and 

experience with the type of case involved. 

 

f. Second Chair, Resource Attorneys—Pursuant to the rules and regulations 

developed by the Assigned Counsel Program, the Administrator may require 

(or Panel Attorneys may request) that the Panel Attorney consult a Resource 

Attorney or 2nd Chair Attorney as appropriate.   

 

g. Amendments—The Assigned Counsel Program may, with a majority vote of 

the Board of Directors and the written approval of the New York State Office 

of Indigent Legal Services, make such amendments to this assignment process 

as are necessary and proper .  

 

Sec. XXX—109. Responsibilities of Assigned Counsel Program 

 

a. The Assigned Counsel Program shall ensure that Panel Attorneys have access 

to non-attorney professional services such as investigative, expert witnesses, 

social workers, interpreters, mental health professionals, supervised visitation 

or any other professional service, as required, to provide quality 

representation; 

 

b. The work of assigned counsel shall be periodically evaluated based upon 

objective criteria developed and published by the Assigned Counsel Program; 

 

c. Each attorney new to the representation of a[n indigent client] person unable 

to afford counsel may receive a mentor to assist the attorney to provide quality 

representation; 

 

d. All assigned counsel shall have access to appropriate substantive, procedural, 

and practical training programs through the Albany County Bar Association 

and other organizations that provide legal training as well as Resource 

Attorneys who are available for private consultation on case related matters;  

 

e. Ensure the creation of a “2nd Chair Program” for the criminal panel whereby

[a less experienced] attorneys [is] are paired on more complex cases in order 

to obtain more litigation and more [with a more knowledgeable attorney to 

obtain necessary] trial experience; 
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f. Undertake effort to ensure provision of adequate facilities for client meetings, 

equipment, and legal research programs for Panel Attorneys[. The Office of the 

Assigned Counsel Program may work in conjunction with the Albany County 

Bar Association and County of Albany to provide these services];  

 

g. Develop appropriate resources for Panel Attorneys who may be handling 

complex litigation including matters requiring forensic expertise; 

 

h. Ensure that any attorney seeking appointment to the Panel through initial 

certification or recertification carries professional liability insurance. 

 

 

Sec. XXX—110. Rules and Regulations 

 

The Administrator, with the support of the Board of Directors, shall establish rules 

and regulations for the administration of the Assigned Counsel Program, and update 

them as necessary. A copy of such rules and regulations so established shall be filed 

with the Clerk of the Albany County Legislature and the Office of the Albany County 

Attorney.  

 

 

Sec. XXX—111. Severability 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this ordinance or 

the application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, 

entity, or circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be 

invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or 

invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, 

sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this ordinance, or in its 

applications to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or 

circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order or judgement 

shall be rendered. 

 

This Local Law shall take effect _____________ days after its filing with the Secretary 

of State.  

.  

Referred to Law Committee – 10/15/24 

Favorable Recommendation Law Committee – 12/2/24 
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Kathy Hochul

Governor

Patricia J. Warth

Director

Burton Phillips

Counsel

June 5, 2025

Kevin M. Cannizzaro, Esq.

First Assistant Albany County Attorney

Albany County Department of Law

112 State Street, Room 600

Albany, NY 12207

Dear Mr. Cannizzaro:

ThThis letter is a follow-up to my January 31, 2025 letter approving the Albany County Bar Association’s 

Assigned Counsel Program Plan (“Albany ACP Plan”) pursuant to New York State County Law § 722(3). I 

have recently been informed that since, there have been some minor updates to the Albany ACP Plan. I 

have reviewed the updated Albany ACP Plan (dated May 2025 and attached). On behalf of the New York 

State Office of Indigent Legal Services (“ILS”)”), I approve this updated Albany ACP Plan.

We look forward to continuing the work with Albany County to improve the quality of mandated 

representation pursuant to County Law Article 18-B.  

Very truly yours, 

Patricia Warth

Director

Enc. ILS approved Albany ACP Plan (updated May 2025)

cc: Shane Hug

Administrator, Albany County Assigned Counsel Program
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Local Law Intro. No. ____

A LOCAL LAW amending the Laws of Albany County by adding a new Chapter XXX

relating to the creation of the Albany County Office of Assigned Counsel.

BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Albany as follows:

Section 1. A new Chapter is hereby added to the Laws of Albany County to read as follows:

Chapter XXX

ALBANY COUNTY OFFICE OF ASSIGNED COUNSEL

Sec. XXX—101. Short Title

Sec. XXX—102. Purpose

Sec. XXX—103. Definitions

Sec. XXX—104. Board of Directors, Membership

Sec. XXX—105. Board of Directors, Powers and Duties

Sec. XXX—106. Assigned Counsel Administrator, Appointment, Term.

Sec. XXX—107. Operation of Program

Sec. XXX—108. Rules and Regulations

Sec. XXX---109. Severability

Sec. XXX—101. Short Title.

This Chapter shall be known as and cited as “The Albany County Office of Assigned

Counsel.”

Sec. XXX--102. Establishment, Purpose.

Pursuant to New York State County Law Article 18-B, §722(3)(a)(b) there shall be an

Office of Assigned Counsel, which shall operate as an independent office separate from the Albany

County Office of the Public Defender and the Albany County Office of the Alternate Public

Defender. The purpose of said office is to maintain an Assigned Counsel Program in the County

by establishing protocols and policies for assigning attorneys to persons unable to afford counsel

in both family court and the criminal court(s) to ensure the provision of professional, skilled,

ethical and client-centered legal representation of such similarly situated clients. The Assigned

Counsel Program shall operate in compliance with the Standards for establishing and

Administering Assigned Counsel Programs promulgated by the New York State Office of Indigent

Legal Services pursuant to New York State Executive Law §832 (the “Standards”).
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Further, the development and creation of this plan is done in conjunction with the recent

provision of funding dedicated to providing defense to persons unable to afford counsel as

established by the State of New York via the Hurrell-Herring Settlement. This Plan shall remain

in force and effect unless and until those resources are extinguished.

Sec. XXX—103. Definitions

a. Administrator—the person who administers the Assigned Counsel Program in the County

and ensures that all appropriate Standards are met;

b. Assigned Counsel—A private attorney or attorneys, other than an attorney or attorneys

employed by the Public or Alternate Public Defender’s Offices, paid by the government at

an hourly rate established under New York State County Law Article 18-B to represent

eligible clients;

c. Assigned Counsel Program— An entity within the County of Albany that sets forth

protocols and policies for the assignment of attorneys to public defense clients and ensures

that those attorneys provide quality representation.;

d. Clients— Persons entitled to representation in criminal defense and family law matters

under County Law, Article 18-B, as determined in accordance with applicable standards

set by the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services (hereinafter referred to as

“NYS ILS”) ;

e. County—The County of Albany;

f. Independent—Freedom from improper influence and control by any outside entity to

ensure that the Assigned Counsel Program and assigned counsel make decisions based

solely on the interests of their clients;

g. Judge(s)—Judges, magistrates, and any other persons with adjudicative powers over clients

eligible for mandated representation;

h. Mandated Representation—Government-funded legal representation that is

constitutionally or statutorily required including, but not limited to, representation in

criminal matters pursuant to New York State County Law Article 18-B, family court

proceedings, and appellate representation;

i. Mentor(s), Mentoring Attorney(s), Resource Attorney(s)—An experienced attorney who

provides training, consultation, and guidance to other attorneys on the Panel;
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j. Office of the Assigned Counsel Program—The office responsible for administering the

Assigned Counsel program in Albany County;

k. Panel—The Assigned Counsel Program’s list of attorneys eligible to receive assignments

in the County, which should be limited to those in good standing and with the requisite

skills and training. The Assigned Counsel Program shall develop regulations and

requirements for representation that comport with applicable guidelines provided by the

New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services.

l. Panel Attorney—An attorney who has been evaluated by the Albany County Assigned

Counsel Program, and is rendering services to eligible persons in family and criminal

court(s);

m. Quality Representation—Representation of clients in a professional, skilled, ethical and

client-centered manner, consistent with best practices as defined by the Standards;

n. Standards—Standards for Establishing and Administering Assigned Counsel Programs in

New York State promulgated by the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services

pursuant to New York State Executive Law §832;

o. Supervising Attorney—An attorney, selected by the Assigned Counsel program

administrator, who assists the Administrator in the execution of the tasks necessary to

operate the Assigned Counsel Program and ensure that its responsibilities are executed in

compliance with the Standards and all other applicable law;

p. Vouchers—Document(s) supplied by a Panel Attorney which details an assigned counsel

matter, the fees for representation and disbursements that were incurred by a Panel

Attorney during their representation of a person unable to afford counsel . Completed and

accurate Vouchers are necessary in order to secure payment.

Sec. XXX-104. Assigned Counsel Board of Directors

a. There shall be an Assigned Counsel Board of Directors, which shall consist of seven (7)

members. Five (5) members shall be appointed by the County Executive, one (1) shall be

appointed by the Chairperson of the Albany County Legislature, and one (1) shall be

appointed by the Majority Leader of the Albany County Legislature. The Board shall

consist of the following:

(i) Three (3) members chosen by the County Executive, shall be chosen from

among those individuals recommended to the County Executive by the

following: one (1) member recommended from the Albany County Bar

Association; one (1) member recommended by the Albany County

Women’s Bar Association; and one (1) member recommended by the

Capital District Black and Hispanic Bar Association;
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(ii) One (1) member chosen by the County Executive shall be an attorney who

actively practices criminal or family law;

(iii) One (1) member chosen by the County Executive shall be a member of the

general public who is not a member of the legal profession;

(iv) One (1) member chosen by the Majority Leader shall be a former assigned

counsel attorney who has practiced family law; and

(v) One (1) member chosen by the Chairperson of the Legislature who shall be

a former assigned counsel attorney who has practiced criminal law;

(vi) One (1) member shall be the Chairperson of the Law Committee of the

Albany County Legislature, who shall serve as an ex officio, non-voting

member of the Board.

Upon making their formal recommendation, the County Executive, the Chairperson of the

Legislature, and the Majority Leader shall notify each of the respective offices regarding

their appointments. Each appointment shall be filed with the Clerk of the Albany County

Legislature within forty-five (45) days of their recommendation.

b. When a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Assigned Counsel Board of Directors,

the vacancy shall, within forty-five (45) days, be filled for the unexpired portion of the

term in the same manner as the original appointment.

c. The majority of the Board’s members shall be attorneys who are not judges. No member

of the board of Directors shall hold a position as a prosecutor, a member of law enforcement

or any other government official whose duties may be adversarial to clients receiving

mandated representation.

d. There shall be a Chair of the Board of Directors. Such individual shall be chosen from

among the members of the Board of Directors upon a majority vote. The Chair shall serve

for a two (2) year term, but in no instance shall said term extend beyond the member’s term

of appointment as a member of the Board of Directors. No member shall be eligible to

serve as Chair for consecutive terms. No judge shall serve as the Chair of the Board of

Directors.

e. The members of the Board of Directors shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years,

except as indicated below, beginning on January 1, and ending on December 31 of the

following calendar year, terms for the inaugural Board of Directors shall be as follows:

a. The members appointed by the County Executive, as recommended by, the Albany

County Bar Association, the Albany County Women’s Bar Association, and the

Capital District Black and Hispanic Bar Association shall serve from January 1,

2025 through December 31, 2025;

b. The member appointed by the County Executive who actively practices criminal or

family law shall serve from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026;
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c. The member appointed by the County Executive who is a member of the general

public and not a member of the legal profession shall serve from January 1, 2025

through December 31, 2025;

d. The member appointed by the Majority Leader of the Legislature shall serve from

January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025; and,

e. The member appointed by the Chairperson of the Legislature shall serve from

January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026.

f. No person shall serve as a member of the Board of Directors for more than three (3)

consecutive two (2) year terms. Members of the Board of Directors shall continue to serve

until their successors have been appointed.

g. Any individual chosen to fill a vacancy created otherwise than by expiration of a term shall

be appointed in the same manner in which their successor was appointed and for the

unexpired term of the member whom he or she is to succeed.

h. In all instances, the Board of Directors shall require an affirmative vote of at least three (3)

members of the Board to take any official action, or to exercise any of the powers and

duties authorized by this law.

i. No member of the Board of Directors shall be compensated for the services to be provided,

but may be reimbursed for any reasonable expenses that may be incurred in the conduct of

their official duties as Board members.

Sec. XXX—105. Board of Directors, powers and duties

The Board of Directors shall have the following powers and duties:

a. Provide guidance and advice on the operation of the Assigned Counsel Program in the

County;

b. Appoint the Assigned Counsel Program Administrator in consultation with the New York

State Office of Indigent Legal Services and subject to approval by the Albany County

Executive and confirmation of the Albany County Legislature;

c. Study and review the existing program under Article 18-B of the New York State County

Law for provision of representation in the courts for persons unable to afford counsel, and

recommend any appropriate modifications to the program;

d. Establish and implement uniform rules and regulations in compliance with the Standards

for creation and administration of the Assigned Counsel Program to enable the effective

provision of legal services for persons unable to afford counsel in Albany County;
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e. Review the annual Budget request from the Assigned Counsel Program Administrator for

submission to the Albany County Commissioner of Management and Budget in

compliance with County budgetary law and procedures;

f. Consult with the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services, the Judiciary, and

community groups regarding the provisions of legal services for persons unable to afford

counsel in the County;

g. Prepare and review an Annual Report for submission to the County Executive and County

Legislature by December 31st of each year regarding the services provided by the Assigned

Counsel Program including but not limited to: numbers and types of cases, attorney

caseloads, and Office expenditures;

h. Meet on at least a biannual basis in order to ensure that all the responsibilities and duties

of the Assigned Counsel Program are executed in a prompt and efficient manner.

Sec. XXX—106. Assigned Counsel Program Administrator; appointment, qualifications,

term

a. The Board of Directors shall nominate an Assigned Counsel Program Administrator

subject to the approval of the Albany County Executive and confirmation by the Albany

County Legislature. Any person so nominated shall be an attorney in good standing,

licensed in State of New York, possess administrative experience, be well-versed in

Criminal and/or Family law matters, and demonstrate integrity and commitment to quality

representation of persons unable to afford counsel;

b. The Administrator shall serve full-time and shall not engage in the private practice of law

during their appointment.

c. The Administrator shall serve a term of five (5) years subject to another nomination at the

discretion of the Board of Directors and the approval of the County Executive and

confirmation by the Albany County Legislature.

d. The Administrator serves, pursuant to §2507 of the Albany County Charter, and may be

removed for cause, after notice and opportunity to be heard in compliance with procedures

established by the Board of Directors.

Sec. XXX—107. Assigned Counsel Program Administrator; Powers and Duties.

a. The Administrator shall be the administrative head of the office, and shall have the duty to

ensure to the extent possible that all persons unable to afford counsel are provided with

quality legal representation as soon as feasible after arrest, detention or after they request
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counsel in a criminal case, and at the earliest possible stage of a state intervention case in

family court;

b. Develop and monitor program policies, standards, and operational procedures of the

Assigned Counsel Program regarding qualifications for appointment to each panel,

recruitment of attorneys to serve on each panel, limitations on attorney caseloads,

guidelines for administrative responsibilities of panel attorneys and supervision and review

of attorney caseloads and quality of legal representation;

c. Maintain panels of attorneys eligible to receive assignments for representation of persons

unable to afford counsel based upon sufficient knowledge and experience. These panels

are required to be subdivided into categories commensurate with the experience of each

respective panel attorney and consistent with the Standards. The Administrator shall be

responsible for establishing the requirements and conditions necessary for attorneys to be

assigned more complex matters.

d. Establish qualifications and standards for certification of attorneys to become members of

the panels. All determinations on applications for certification to the panels shall be made

by the Assigned Counsel Program Administrator. Any attorney aggrieved by the

determination of the Administrator may seek review of the determination by the Board of

Directors.

e. Establish procedures and standards for a recertification program. Upon review of

recertification applications and any other relevant information provided, the Assigned

Counsel Administrator shall make determinations regarding all applications. All

determinations regarding applications for recertification to the panels shall be made by the

Administrator. Any Attorney aggrieved by the determination of the Administrator may

seek review of the determination by the Board of Directors.

f. Ensure adequate participation on the panels and that training for assigned counsel is

provided.

g. Oversee the rotation and coordination of Panel Attorneys, implement a fair and prompt

process for assignment of Panel Attorneys to all matters, ensure that the ability, training

and experience of panel attorneys are matched to the complexity of the cases to which they

are assigned, and timely assignments of counsel to persons unable to afford counsel an

soon as feasible after arrest, detention or after a request for counsel in a criminal case is

made, and at the earliest possible stage of a state intervention case in family court;

h. Review all vouchers for services provided through the Assigned Counsel Program

including attorney vouchers to ensure proper payment for services performed;
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i. Prepare any and all Budget proposal for the Office of the Assigned Counsel Program for

review by the Board of Directors and County Department pursuant to County law and

policy.

j. Maintain records of accounts and expenditures of the Office of Assigned Counsel Program

in compliance with all applicable law and County policy;

k. Serve as an information resource to the Board of Directors and the attorneys on each

assigned counsel panel;

l. Establish procedures for submission, investigation, and resolution of complaints from

clients, client family members, co-counsel, opposing counsel, and the judiciary regarding

legal representation;

m. Conduct a periodic evaluation and review of the Assigned Counsel Program budget and

communicate fiscal and programmatic needs of the program to the New York State Office

of Indigent Legal Services to obtain state funding;

n. Prepare contracts with appropriate legal organizations such as the Albany County Bar

Association and other Assigned Counsel Programs to perform certain services required by

the Assigned Counsel Program enumerated in this Chapter in compliance with all legal and

budgetary mandates;

o. Attend meeting(s) of the Board of Directors and provide the annual reports as requested by

the Board of Directors on the Assigned Counsel Program which shall include number of

cases assigned, attorneys assigned, services provided to the Panels and office expenditures;

p. Ensure compliance with County Law, policies, and procedures;

q. Approve requests by panel attorneys of use of funding issued by the New York State Office

of Indigent Legal Services for any non-attorney professional services such as investigators,

expert witnesses, social workers, interpreters, mental health, supervised visitation or any

other professional services as required to provide quality representation.

r. Remove or suspend for a definite period of time, an attorney from the panel for cause, upon

notice and opportunity to be heard, subject to review by the Board of Directors pursuant to

procedures established by the Assigned Counsel Program.

s. Make applications for other sources of state and federal funding to meet the budgetary and

programmatic needs of the Assigned Counsel Program;

78



9

t. Ensure that data is collected and reported to the New York State Office of Indigent Legal

Services (“NYS ILS”) as required by County Law §722-f, and in accordance with all valid

NYS ILS contracts.

u. Any other duties necessary to carry out the purposes of this Chapter.

Sec. XXX—108. Assignment of Defense Counsel

a. Order of Assignment—The Albany County Public Defender’s Office has the primary

responsibility for providing services for the defense/representation of persons unable to

afford counsel in a particular matter. In the event that the Albany County Public Defender’s

Office is determined to have a conflict, this responsibility will pass to the Albany County

Alternate Public Defender’s Office. The Albany County Alternate Public Defender’s

Office has the secondary responsibility for the defense/representation of persons unable to

afford counsel in a particular matter. If the Alternate Public Defender’s Office is

determined to have a conflict, then the Assigned Counsel Program will have the

responsibility to assign counsel to persons unable to afford counsel pursuant to the

provisions of this Plan. The Court may, utilizing its inherent powers, appoint an attorney

from the Assigned Counsel Program’s list of Panel Attorneys to a case involving persons

unable to afford counsel if circumstances require an immediate appointment, and the Court

is unable to contact the Assigned Counsel Program to make such an appointment. If the

Court makes such an appointment, they shall notify the Assigned Counsel Program within

two (2) days of the assignment. Such notification shall be in a manner which ensures that

the Assigned Counsel Program is informed of the Court’s appointment as soon as

practicable.

b. Counsel at First Appearance (CAFA) Program--The Albany County Public Defender’s

Office and Alternate Public Defender’s Office administer a program to provide

representation to persons unable to afford counsel at that persons first appearance and

arraignment. In the event that the Public Defender’s Office and Alternate Public

Defender’s Office cannot provide representation to an eligible person who is unable to

afford counsel , the Court may assign a Panel Attorney to represent the person eligible for

assigned counsel from a list provided by this Assigned Counsel Program.

c. Acceptance—Attorneys may be asked to accept assignment in emergencies or on very

short notice. While acceptance of such assignments is not required, it is strongly

encouraged.

d. Non-Criminal Matters—The Administrator shall assign counsel to any person legally

entitled to representation in family court or other matters constitutionally or statutorily

eligible for representation. The Administrator may assign counsel at the earliest stage

possible. In family law matters this includes the assignment of counsel to parents and other

legally responsible adults, as those terms are defined by relevant law, during a child welfare
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investigation. The Assigned Counsel Administrator shall develop rules and regulations for

the assignment of counsel to persons unable to afford counsel in all other legally eligible

matters.

e. Manner of Assignment—The Administrator shall make assignment on a rotating basis from

a list of all eligible participating attorneys. In assigning counsel, due regard shall be given

to the following factors: (1) Potential conflict(s) of interest; (2) Geographic proximity; (3)

Prior representation (continuity of counsel); (4) Attorney caseload; and (5) Applicable

expertise and experience with the type of case involved.

f. Second Chair, Resource Attorneys—Pursuant to the rules and regulations developed by the

Assigned Counsel Program, the Administrator may require (or Panel Attorneys may

request) that the Panel Attorney consult a Resource Attorney or 2nd Chair Attorney as

appropriate.

g. Amendments—The Assigned Counsel Program may, with a majority vote of the Board of

Directors and the written approval of the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services,

make such amendments to this assignment process as are necessary and proper .

Sec. XXX—109. Responsibilities of Assigned Counsel Program

a. The Assigned Counsel Program shall ensure that Panel Attorneys have access to non-

attorney professional services such as investigative, expert witnesses, social workers,

interpreters, mental health professionals, supervised visitation or any other professional

service, as required, to provide quality representation;

b. The work of assigned counsel shall be periodically evaluated based upon objective criteria

developed and published by the Assigned Counsel Program;

c. Each attorney new to the representation of a of person unable to afford counsel may receive

a mentor to assist the attorney to provide quality representation;

d. All assigned counsel shall have access to appropriate substantive, procedural, and practical

training programs through the Albany County Bar Association and other organizations that

provide legal training as well as Resource Attorneys who are available for private

consultation on case related matters;

e. Ensure the creation of a “2nd Chair Program” for the criminal panel whereby attorneys are

paired on more complex cases in order to obtain more litigation and more trial experience;

f. Undertake effort to ensure provision of adequate facilities for client meetings, equipment,

and legal research programs for Panel Attorneys;
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g. Develop appropriate resources for Panel Attorneys who may be handling complex

litigation including matters requiring forensic expertise;

h. Ensure that any attorney seeking appointment to the Panel through initial certification or

recertification carries professional liability insurance.

Sec. XXX—110. Rules and Regulations

The Administrator, with the support of the Board of Directors, shall establish rules and regulations

for the administration of the Assigned Counsel Program, and update them as necessary. A copy of

such rules and regulations so established shall be filed with the Clerk of the Albany County

Legislature and the Office of the Albany County Attorney..

Sec. XXX—111. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this ordinance or the application

thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance shall be

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or

judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its

operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this ordinance, or in its

applications to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance

directly involved in the controversy in which such order or judgement shall be rendered.

This Local Law shall take effect _____________ after enactment.
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LOCAL LAW NO. “T” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 288 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE, ESTABLISHING A 

MINIMUM PASSING DISTANCE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES 

 

Introduced: 12/2/24 

By Fein, Laurilliard, A. Joyce and Miller: 

 

A local law amending Chapter 288 of the Albany County Code, entitled 

Vehicles, to create Article IV of such Chapter, entitled Minimum Passing 

Distance Requirements for Motor Vehicles, to establish a minimum passing 

distance for motor vehicles. 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Albany County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Article Creation. 

 

Chapter 288, Article IV, Minimum Passing Distance Requirements for 

Motor Vehicles, is hereby created. 

 

Section 2. §288-26, Title. 

 

This local law shall be known as the “Albany County Safe Passing Law.” 

 

Section 3. § 288-27, Legislative Intent. 

 

The Albany County Legislature recognizes that bicyclists, pedestrians, and 

other vulnerable road users often need to share roadways with motor vehicles out of 

necessity. 

 

The Legislature also acknowledges that in these situations, vulnerable road 

users are susceptible to the actions of motor vehicle operators who can pose a threat 

to their health and safety if passing too closely. 

 

Therefore, this Legislature finds it necessary to establish a minimum passing 

distance for motor vehicles approaching or passing vulnerable road users. 

 

Section 4. § 288-28, Vulnerable Road User. 

 

“Vulnerable road user” means any pedestrian; person operating a wheelchair 

or other personal mobility device regardless of motorization; person operating a 

bicycle or other non-motorized mode of transportation such as roller skates, 

rollerblades, roller skis, skateboard, longboard, or unicycle; operator of roadway 
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construction, repair, or maintenance equipment; utility worker; construction worker; 

roadside assistance worker; operator of agricultural equipment; person riding, 

driving, or herding an animal; law enforcement officer; firefighter; emergency medical 

technician; or first responder. 

 

Section 5. § 288-29, Minimum Distance Requirements for Motor Vehicles. 

 

The operator of a motor vehicle that is approaching or passing vulnerable road 

user shall do so at a distance of at least three feet until safely clear thereof. The three-

foot distance requirement shall not apply on roads with clearly-marked bicycle lanes 

as defined by New York Vehicle and Traffic Law § 102-a. 

 

Section 6. § 288-30, Compliance with New York Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

 

The operator of a motor vehicle that is approaching or passing a vulnerable 

road user shall not violate New York Vehicle and Traffic Law §§ 1122-a, 1124, 1125, 

1126, or any other section pertaining to overtaking and passing. 

 

Section 7. § 288-31, Penalties. 

 

1. Any person committing the above-referenced offense shall be guilty of a 

violation and subject to a fine not to exceed $225 for a first offense, $325 for a 

second offense and $425 for any third or subsequent offense(s). 

 

2. This section does not preclude a person from being charged with, convicted of, 

or punished for any other violation of law. 

 

Section 8. § 288-32, Applicability. 

 

 This law shall apply to all actions occurring on or after the effective date. 

 

Section 9. § 288-33, Severability. 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, subdivision, or other part of this 

local law or its application shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to 

be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 

invalidate the remainder of the local law which shall remain in full force and effect 

except as limited by such order or judgment. 

 

Section 10. § 288-34, SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II 

action” pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act

(SEQRA), and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   
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Section 11.  Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately following its filing with the Office 

of the Secretary of State. 
 

Referred to Law and Public Safety Committees – 12/02/24 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “U” FOR 2024 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, PROVIDING 

FOR A CHANGE IN THE SALARY OF A COUNTY OFFICER DURING THEIR 

TERM OF OFFICE  

 

Introduced:  12/2/24 
                     By Cunningham: 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 24 AND 27 OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE LAW,  

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

 

SECTION I. 

 

By Local Law No. 7 for 2024, this Honorable Body provided for the creation of the 

position of Deputy Chairperson for the Albany County Legislature. Compensation 

commensurate with the duties of the Deputy Chairperson is warranted. 

 

SECTION II. 

 

The annual salary of the Deputy Chairperson shall be $37,405 effective January 1, 

2025. 

 

SECTION III. 

 

If any clause, sentence or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any 

person or circumstance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 

invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of 

the provisions of this local law or the application thereof to other persons and 

circumstances. 

 

SECTION IV. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action” 

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required 

 

SECTION V.  

 

This Local Law is adopted subject to permissive referendum pursuant to Section 24 of 

the New York State Municipal Home Rule Law. 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “C” FOR 2025 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK AMENDING 

CHAPTER 270 OF THE ALBANY COUNTY CODE REGARDING CREATING 

A REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS ON EXISTING RESIDENTIAL PARCELS 

 

Introduced: 5/12/25 

By Cunningham and Willingham: 

 

A Local Law amending Chapter 270 of the Albany County Code to create a real 

property tax exemption for the increase in assessed value of a parcel which has a pre-

existing residential building, and where one or more accessory dwelling units has 

been added.  

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Albany County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1.  New Article Added. 

 

This Local Law hereby amends Chapter 270 by adding a new Article XX, titled “Real 

Property Exemption for Accessory Dwelling Unit(s)” 

 

 

Section 2., Title. 

  

This Local Law shall be known as the “Albany County Accessory Dwelling Unit Tax 

Exemption.” 

 

 

Section 3. § 270-166, Legislative Purpose and Intent. 

 

In April 2024, the New York State Legislature adopted a law, codified at Real 

Property Tax Law (RPTL) § 421-p, to allow local governments to adopt a partial 

exemption from taxes for the increase in assessed value of a parcel having a pre-

existing one- or two-family residential building thereon, resulting from construction, 

reconstruction, alteration, and/or improvement on the parcel to create one or more 

accessory dwelling units. 

 

The Albany County Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of the residents 

of Albany County to adopt this partial exemption for those interested in improving 

their properties with one or more accessory dwelling units. This exemption shall not 

apply to any accessory dwelling unit which is used for rentals of any period less than 

29 days. 
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Section 4. § 270-167, Definitions. 

 

Accessory Dwelling Unit – any attached or a detached residential dwelling unit that 

provides complete independent living facilities for one or more persons which is 

located on a lot with provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation on 

the same lot as the single-family or multi-family dwelling. 

 

 

Section 5. § 270-168, Exemption for the Improvement of Certain Residential 

Property to Add One or More Accessory Dwelling Unit(s). 

 

Exemption Granted. Pursuant to RPTL § 421-p, there shall be a partial exemption 

from Albany County real property taxation for the increase in assessed value of a 

parcel which has a pre-existing one- or two-family residential building thereon, as a 

result of construction, reconstruction, alteration, or improvement on the parcel to 

create one or more accessory dwelling units.  Such exemption shall be provided in 

accordance with and subject to all eligibility criteria and limitations set forth in the 

foregoing state law, provided however that no exemption shall be granted when the 

accessory dwelling unit is rented for periods of 29 days or less. 

 

Exemption Limit. Such exemption shall be limited to two hundred thousand dollars 

in increased market value of the property attributable to such reconstruction, 

alteration, improvement, or new construction and any increase in market value 

greater than such amount shall not be eligible for the exemption pursuant to this 

local law. 

 

 

 

Section 6. Severability. 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, subdivision, or other part of this local law 

or its application shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid 

or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the 

remainder of the local law which shall remain in full force and effect except as limited 

by such order or judgment. 

 

Section 7. SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a “Type II action”

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   
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Section 8. Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect on January 1, 2026. 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “D” FOR 2025 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK [AUTHORIZING 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS TO] MAKING A DETERMINATION THAT 

PROMOTING OR ENCOURAGING THE UNDERTAKING OF CONVENTION 

FACILITY PROJECTS BY THE ALBANY CONVENTION CENTER 

AUTHORITY IS A GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC PURPOSE OF THE 

COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK 

Introduced: 5/12/25 

By: Cunningham, Feeney, Willingham, and Domalewicz: 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 

Section 1. Article Creation.  

 

Chapter 135, Article 2, Albany County Convention Center Authority Project, 

is hereby created.  

 

Section 2. § 135-6 -- Legislative Intent and Purpose. 

It is declared to be the intent and purpose of this local law (the “Local Law”) to enable 

Albany County, New York (the “County”), as one of its public or municipal purposes,

to publicize the advantages of the County and the greater Capital District Region by 

promoting or encouraging the undertaking of certain projects (each a “Convention

Facility Project”) in the County involving the acquisition, construction, 

reconstruction, renovation, improvement, maintenance, equipment and/or 

furnishment of new and/or existing facilities for a convention center (each, a 

“Convention Facility”). Convention Facilities may include, but not be limited to, 

facilities consisting of trade exhibition, hotel accommodations, transportation 

infrastructure, parking, tourism, theatre facilities, retail business, commercial office 

space or sports facilities, including services for the operation and maintenance 

thereof.   

Section 2. § 135-7 -- Public Purposes. 

The promotion or encouragement of Convention Facility Projects in the County 

constitutes a governmental and public purpose for the benefit of the people of the 

County and the greater Capital District Region for which the County shall have the 

power to appropriate public funds of the County for the purpose of making, and shall 

have the power to make advances, loans, subsidies, or contributions to the Albany 

Convention Center Authority (the “Authority”) for any of the following objects or 
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purposes, each of which is found and determined to be a governmental and public 

purpose of the County: 

(a) The undertaking of various Convention Facility Projects; and 

(b) The planning, design, development, siting, effectuation, financing, 

operation, maintenance, administration or other implementation of 

Convention Facility Projects. 

The promotion or encouragement of any Convention Facility Project assisted by the 

County under this Local Law shall be deemed to be the performance of an essential 

governmental function by the County acting in its governmental capacity. 

Section 3. § 135-8 -- Procedure for Authorization. 

Each advance, loan, subsidy, or contribution to be made by the County to the 

Authority pursuant to this Local Law shall be conditioned upon approval by the 

County Legislature of the terms and conditions of such advance, loan, subsidy, or 

contribution.  Each advance, loan, subsidy, or contribution to be made by the County 

to the Authority pursuant to this Local Law may further be conditioned by the County 

Legislature upon the approval by the County Legislature of such agreement as may 

be necessary or convenient to accomplish the purposes of this Local Law and set forth, 

among other things, the terms and conditions of any such advance, loan, subsidy, or 

contribution.  The preparation, creation, negotiation, finalization, approval and 

execution and delivery of any such agreement is hereby authorized by this Local Law.  

The County may determine pursuant to such agreement if the monies appropriated 

pursuant to this Local Law shall be subject to offset by the County to the Authority 

[repayment by the Authority to the County and, in such event, the manner and time 

or times for such repayment]. The approval of such agreement shall be evidenced by 

a resolution adopted by the County Legislature indicating its approval of the terms 

and conditions contained in such agreement.  No such authorization shall provide for 

the funding of any such advance, loan, subsidy, or contribution out of proceeds of 

obligations issued by the County pursuant to the Local Finance Law. 

Section 4. Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 

application thereof to any person, firm, corporation or circumstance, shall be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 

order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of the Local 

Law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 

subdivision, or part of the Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 

firm, corporation or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such 

judgment or order may be rendered. 
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Section 5. Inconsistent Enactments. 

All ordinances, local laws and parts thereof inconsistent with this Local Law are 

hereby repealed. 

Section 6. Effective Date 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of 

State.  

 

91



LOCAL LAW NO. “D” FOR 2025 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK MAKING A 

DETERMINATION THAT PROMOTING OR ENCOURAGING THE 

UNDERTAKING OF CONVENTION FACILITY PROJECTS BY THE ALBANY 

CONVENTION CENTER AUTHORITY IS A GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC 

PURPOSE OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK 

Introduced: 5/12/25 

By Cunningham, Feeney, Willingham, Domalewicz, Alix, Beston, Cleary, Ethier, 

Gillespie, Laurilliard, Lekakis, McLaughlin, Pedo, Plotsky, Ricard, Rosano, Whalen 

and Efekoro: 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 

Section 1. Article Creation.  

 

Chapter 135, Article 2, Albany County Convention Center Authority Project, 

is hereby created.  

 

Section 2. § 135-6 -- Legislative Intent and Purpose. 

It is declared to be the intent and purpose of this local law (the “Local Law”) to enable 

Albany County, New York (the “County”), as one of its public or municipal purposes,

to publicize the advantages of the County and the greater Capital District Region by 

promoting or encouraging the undertaking of certain projects (each a “Convention

Facility Project”) in the County involving the acquisition, construction, 

reconstruction, renovation, improvement, maintenance, equipment and/or 

furnishment of new and/or existing facilities for a convention center (each, a 

“Convention Facility”). Convention Facilities may include, but not be limited to, 

facilities consisting of trade exhibition, hotel accommodations, transportation 

infrastructure, parking, tourism, theatre facilities, retail business, commercial office 

space or sports facilities, including services for the operation and maintenance 

thereof.   

Section 2. § 135-7 -- Public Purposes. 

The promotion or encouragement of Convention Facility Projects in the County 

constitutes a governmental and public purpose for the benefit of the people of the 

County and the greater Capital District Region for which the County shall have the 

power to appropriate public funds of the County for the purpose of making, and shall 

have the power to make advances, loans, subsidies, or contributions to the Albany 

Convention Center Authority (the “Authority”) for any of the following objects or 
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purposes, each of which is found and determined to be a governmental and public 

purpose of the County: 

(a) The undertaking of various Convention Facility Projects; and 

(b) The planning, design, development, siting, effectuation, financing, 

operation, maintenance, administration or other implementation of 

Convention Facility Projects. 

The promotion or encouragement of any Convention Facility Project assisted by the 

County under this Local Law shall be deemed to be the performance of an essential 

governmental function by the County acting in its governmental capacity. 

Section 3. § 135-8 -- Procedure for Authorization. 

Each advance, loan, subsidy, or contribution to be made by the County to the 

Authority pursuant to this Local Law shall be conditioned upon approval by the 

County Legislature of the terms and conditions of such advance, loan, subsidy, or 

contribution.  Each advance, loan, subsidy, or contribution to be made by the County 

to the Authority pursuant to this Local Law may further be conditioned by the County 

Legislature upon the approval by the County Legislature of such agreement as may 

be necessary or convenient to accomplish the purposes of this Local Law and set forth, 

among other things, the terms and conditions of any such advance, loan, subsidy, or 

contribution.  The preparation, creation, negotiation, finalization, approval and 

execution and delivery of any such agreement is hereby authorized by this Local Law.  

The County may determine pursuant to such agreement if the monies appropriated 

pursuant to this Local Law shall be subject to offset by the County to the Authority. 

The approval of such agreement shall be evidenced by a resolution adopted by the 

County Legislature indicating its approval of the terms and conditions contained in 

such agreement.  No such authorization shall provide for the funding of any such 

advance, loan, subsidy, or contribution out of proceeds of obligations issued by the 

County pursuant to the Local Finance Law. 

Section 4. Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 

application thereof to any person, firm, corporation or circumstance, shall be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 

order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of the Local 

Law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 

subdivision, or part of the Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 

firm, corporation or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such 

judgment or order may be rendered. 
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Section 5. Inconsistent Enactments. 

All ordinances, local laws and parts thereof inconsistent with this Local Law are 

hereby repealed. 

Section 6. Effective Date 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of 

State.  
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LOCAL LAW NO. “E” FOR 2025 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, IMPOSING AN 

ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT RATE OF TAX ON SALES AND USES OF 

TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY AND OF CERTAIN SERVICES, AND 

ON OCCUPANCY OF HOTEL ROOMS AND AMUSEMENT CHARGES, 

PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 29 OF THE TAX LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW 

YORK 

 

 Introduced:  6/9/25 

 By Cunningham: 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Albany, as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1.  The first sentence of Section 2 of Local Law No. 3 for 1967, 

entitled “A Local Law of the County of Albany in relation to the imposition of a County

Sales and Use Tax”, as amended, is amended to read as follows: 

 

 “SECTION 2. Imposition of sales tax. On and after March 1,

1970, there is hereby imposed and there shall be paid a tax of three 

percent upon, and for the period commencing September 1, 1992, and 

ending November 30, 2027, there is hereby imposed and there shall be 

paid an additional tax at the rate of one percent upon:” 

 

 SECTION 2.  Section 2-B of such Local Law No. 3 for 1967, as amended, is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

 “SECTION 2-B.  Exemption of certain energy sources and related 

services from additional one percent rate of tax. 

 

 Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this Local Law, 

receipts from the sale of property and services described in Section 2-A 

of this Local Law and consideration given or contracted to be given for 

such property and services shall be exempt from the additional one 

percent rate of sales and compensating use taxes imposed by Sections 2 

and 4, respectively, of this Local Law for the period commencing 

September 1, 1992, and ending November 30, 2027.” 

 

 SECTION 3.  Subdivision (g) of Section 3 of such Local Law No. 3 for 1967, as 

amended, is amended to read as follows: 

 

“(g) With respect to the additional tax of one percent imposed for the 

period commencing September 1, 1992, and ending November 30, 2027, 

the provisions of subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this Section apply, 
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except that for the purposes of this subdivision, all references in said 

subdivisions (a), (b), (c) and (d) to an effective date shall be read as 

referring to September 1, 1992, all references in said subdivision (a) to 

the date four months prior to the effective date shall be read as referring 

to May 1, 1992, and the reference in subdivision (b) to the date 

immediately preceding the effective date shall be read as referring to 

August 31, 1992.  Nothing herein shall be deemed to exempt from tax at 

the rate in effect prior to September 1, 1992, any transaction which may 

not be subject to the additional tax imposed effective on that date.” 

 

 SECTION 4.  Section 4 of such Local Law No. 3 for 1967, as amended, is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

 “SECTION 4. Imposition of compensating use tax. 

 

 (a)  Except to the extent that property or services have already 

been or will be subject to the sales tax under this enactment, there is 

hereby imposed on every person a use tax for the use within this taxing 

jurisdiction on and after September 1, 1992, except as otherwise 

exempted under this enactment, (A) of any tangible personal property 

purchased at retail, (B) of any tangible personal property (other than 

computer software used by the author or other creator) manufactured, 

processed or assembled by the user, (i) if items of the same kind of 

tangible personal property are offered for sale by him in the regular 

course of business or (ii) if items are used as such or incorporated into a 

structure, building or real property, by a contractor, subcontractor or 

repairman in erecting structures or buildings, or building on, or 

otherwise adding to, altering, improving, maintaining, servicing or 

repairing real property, property or land, as the terms real property, 

property or land are defined in the real property tax law, if items of the 

same kind are not offered for sale as such by such contractors, 

subcontractor or repairman or other user in the regular course of 

business, (C) of any of the services described in paragraphs (1), (7) and 

(8) of subdivision (c) of Section Two, (D) of any tangible personal 

property, however acquired, where not acquired for purposes of resale, 

upon which any of the services described under paragraphs (2), (3) and 

(7) of subdivision (c) of Section Two have been performed, (E) of any 

telephone answering service described in subdivision (b) of Section Two 

and (F) of any computer software written or otherwise created by the 

user if the user offers software of a similar kind for sale as such or as a 

component part of other property in the regular course of business. 

 

 (b)  For purposes of clause (A) of subdivision (a) of this Section, 

for the period commencing September 1, 1992, and ending November 30, 
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2027, the tax shall be at the rate of four percent, and on and after 

December 1, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of three percent, of the 

consideration given or contracted to be given for such property, or for 

the use of such property, including any charges for shipping or delivery 

as described in paragraph three of subdivision (b) of Section One, but 

excluding any credit for tangible personal property accepted in part 

payment and intended for resale. 

 

 (c)  For purposes of subclause (i) of clause (B) of subdivision (a) of 

this section, for the period commencing September 1, 1992, and ending 

November 30, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of four percent, and on 

and after December 1, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of three percent, 

of the price at which items of the same kind of tangible personal property 

are offered for sale by the user, and the mere storage, keeping, retention 

or withdrawal from storage of tangible personal property by the person 

who manufactured, processed or assembled such property shall not be 

deemed a taxable use by him. 

 

 (d)  For purposes of subclause (ii) of clause (B) of subdivision (a) 

of this section, for the period commencing September 1, 1992, and 

ending November 30, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of four percent, 

and on and after December 1, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of three 

percent, of the consideration given or contracted to be given for the 

tangible personal property manufactured, processed or assembled into 

the tangible personal property the use of which is subject to tax, 

including any charges for shipping or delivery as described in paragraph 

three of subdivision (b) of Section One. 

 

 (e)  Notwithstanding the foregoing provision of this section, for 

purposes of clause (B) of subdivision (a) of this section, there shall be no 

tax on any portion of such price which represents the value added by the 

user to tangible personal property which he fabricates and installs to 

the specifications of an addition or capital improvement to real property, 

property or land, as the terms real property, property or land are defined 

in the real property tax law, over and above the prevailing normal 

purchase price prior to such fabrication of such tangible personal 

property which a manufacturer, producer or assembler would charge an 

unrelated contractor who similarly fabricated and installed such 

tangible personal property to the specifications of an addition or capital 

improvement to such real property, property or land. 

 

 (f)  For purposes of clauses (C), (D) and (E) of subdivision (a) of 

this section, for the period commencing September 1, 1992, and ending 

November 30, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of four percent, and on 
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and after December 1, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of three percent, 

of the consideration given or contracted to be given for the service, 

including the consideration for any tangible personal property 

transferred in conjunction with the performance of the service and also 

including any charges for shipping and delivery of the property so 

transferred and of the tangible personal property upon which the service 

was performed as such charges are described in paragraph three of 

subdivision (b) of Section One. 

 

 (g)  For purposes of clause (F) of subdivision (a) of this Section, for 

the period commencing September 1, 1992, and ending November 30, 

2027, the tax shall be at the rate of four percent, and on and after 

December 1, 2027, the tax shall be at the rate of three percent, of the 

consideration given or contracted to be given for the tangible personal 

property which constitutes the blank medium, such as disks or tapes, 

used in conjunction with the software, or for the use of such property, 

and the mere storage, keeping, retention or withdrawal from storage of 

computer software described in such clause (F) by its author or other 

creator shall not be deemed a taxable use by such person.” 

 

 SECTION 5.  Paragraph (B) of subdivision (1) of Section 11 of such Local Law 

No. 3 for 1967, as amended, is amended to read as follows: 

 

 (B)  With respect to the additional tax of one percent imposed for 

the period beginning September 1, 1992, and ending November 30, 2027, 

in respect to the use of property used by the purchaser in this County 

prior to September 1, 1992.” 

 

 SECTION 6.  A new subdivision (s) of section 14 of such Local Law No. 3 for 

1967, as amended, is added to read as follows: 

 

 “(s)  Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of law, the 

County shall allocate and distribute quarterly to the cities and the area 

in the County outside the cities the same proportion of net collections 

attributable to the additional one percent rate of taxes imposed by 

sections two and four of this Local Law for the period commencing 

December 1, 2025 and ending November 30, 2027, as the County 

allocates and distributes the net collections from the County’s three

percent rate of such taxes, as of July 20, 2025, and such portion of net 

collections attributable to such additional one percent rate of such taxes 

shall be allocated and distributed to the towns and villages in the 

County in the same manner as the net collections attributable to the 

County’s three percent rate of such taxes are allocated and distributed 

to such towns and villages as of July 20, 2025. In the event that any city 
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in the County exercises its prior right to impose tax pursuant to Section 

1224 of the New York Tax Law, then the County shall not allocate and 

distribute net collections in accordance with the previous sentence for 

any period of time during which any such city tax is in effect, and the 

County shall instead set aside net collections attributable to such 

additional one percent rate of such taxes for County purposes for any 

such period that any such city tax is in effect.  

 

 SECTION 7.  This enactment shall take effect December 1, 2025. 

 

Referred to Law and Audit and Finance Committees – 6/9/25 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “F” FOR 2025 

 

A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK ENACTING A 

MORTGAGE RECORDING TAX PURSUANT TO SECTION 253-p OF THE 

TAX LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK  

 

 Introduced:  6/9/25 

 By Cunningham: 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Albany, as 

follows: 

 

 SECTION 1.  Pursuant to the provision of Section 253-p of the Tax Law of the 

State of New York, there is hereby imposed in the County of Albany, New York a tax 

of twenty-five cents for each one hundred dollars and each remaining major fraction 

thereof of principal debt or obligation which is or under any contingency may be 

secured at the date of execution thereof, or at any time thereafter, by a mortgage on 

real property situated within Albany County and recorded on or after October 31, 

2008 and a tax of twenty-five cents on such mortgage if the principal debt or 

obligation which is or by any contingency may be secured by such mortgage is less 

than one hundred dollars. 

 

SECTION 2.  The tax imposed by this local law shall be administered and 

collected in the same manner as the taxes imposed under subdivision one of section 

two hundred fifty three and paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section two hundred 

fifty-five of Article 11 of the Tax Law and shall be paid as provided in Section 253-p 

of the Tax Law and shall be in addition to the taxes imposed by Section 253 of the 

Tax Law.  

 

 SECTION 3.  This local law shall expire December 1, 2027, provided further, 

however, that such expiration shall not preclude the adoption and enactment of 

additional local laws by the County of Albany pursuant to the provisions of Section 

253-p of the Tax Law upon the expiration of this local law or any subsequent local 

law adopted and enacted pursuant to the provisions thereof. 

 

 SECTION 4.  Notwithstanding any provision of Article 11 of the Tax Law to 

the contrary, the balance of all monies paid to the recording officer of the County of 

Albany during each month upon account of the tax imposed pursuant to this local 

law, after deduction of the necessary expenses of the recording officer’s office as

provided in Section 262 of the Tax Law, except taxes paid upon mortgages which 

under the provisions of this local law or Section 260 of the Tax Law are first to be 

apportioned by the New York State Commissioner of Taxation and Finance, shall be 

paid over by such officer on or before the tenth day of each succeeding month to the 

Albany County Director of Finance and, after the deduction by the Director of Finance 
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of the necessary expenses as provided in Section 262 of the Tax Law, shall be 

deposited in the General Fund of the County of Albany for expenditure on County 

purposes.  Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding sentence, the tax so 

imposed and paid upon mortgages covering real property situated in two or more 

counties, which under the provisions of this local law or Section 260 of the Tax Law 

are first to be apportioned by the Commissioner of Taxation and Finance, shall be 

paid over by the recording officer receiving the same as provided by the determination 

of the Commissioner. 

 

SECTION 5.  This local law shall take effect on December 1, 2025, provided 

that the Clerk of this Legislature shall mail a certified copy hereof by registered or 

certified mail to the Commissioner of the New York State Department of Taxation 

and Finance at least 30 days prior to such date.  The Clerk of this Legislature shall 

also file certified copies hereof with the County Clerk of the County of Albany, the 

Secretary of State of the State of New York and the State Comptroller within five 

days after the enactment of this local law. 

 

Referred to Law and Audit and Finance Committees – 6/9/25 
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LOCAL LAW NO. “G” FOR 2025 

 

A LOCAL LAW DESIGNATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING AS A GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC PURPOSE OF THE 

COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK 

  

Introduced:  7/14/25 

By Cunningham and Willingham: 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Title.  

 

The Albany County Affordable Housing Initiatives, is hereby created. 

 

Section 2. Legislative Findings and Intent.  

 

Affordable housing is one of the greatest challenges throughout New York State, and 

Albany County is no different.  It is traditionally accepted that people should pay no 

more than thirty percent (30%) of the area’s median income for housing. But nearly 

fifty percent (41%) of Albany County renters are spending over 30% of their income 

on housing. Annually, renters’ purchasing power fails to keep up with increasing rent. 

From 2022 to 2023, renter’s wages increased by an average of 3.3%, while apartment 

rents increased by an average of 8.8%. As rents continue to climb, this crisis continues 

to grow.  

 

Beyond renting, individuals making the median income in Albany County cannot 

afford homeownership either. Single-income households with median incomes face a 

significant shortfall on their annual mortgage, even under generous interest and loan 

terms, a shortfall that wouldn’t be fully bridged in a multi-income household. Too 

many residents in Albany County are financially unable to purchase homes within 

the County. With homeownership directly tied to the growth of generational wealth, 

educational attainment, and family stability, it is imperative that this crisis is 

addressed. 

An increase in housing supply, both in the rental and ownership markets, will aid in 

easing the financial burden on renters and owners in the County. However, affordable 

housing development faces substantial challenges. Interested parties struggle to 

secure the necessary investment to rehabilitate or construct housing in the urban and 

rural areas where housing is most needed and effective. Decades of residential flight, 

neglect, and blight have created a financing environment where predevelopment 

funding for architectural or engineering needs is hard to acquire.  As investment 

continues to lag behind development, the crisis exacerbates. 
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To respond to these crises, and pursuant to Article IX of the New York State 

Constitution and Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10, Albany County may exercise 

its broad police powers to provide for comprehensive affordable housing initiatives.  

 

Based upon the critical shortage of affordable housing confronting Albany County, 

the Albany County Legislature finds that creating affordable housing initiatives 

serves a valid governmental and public purpose.  

 

 

Section 3. Definitions.  

 

A. Affordable Housing: shall be generally defined as housing in which the 

occupant is paying no more than thirty (30%) percent of their gross income for 

housing costs, including utilities for persons or families deemed to be or eligible 

to be deemed to be of extremely low, very low, low, or moderate income by any 

federal or state housing program.  Nothing in the definition shall prevent the 

County from funding housing services either above or below this affordability 

level when such funding is in keeping with federal or state programs providing 

housing assistance or where any income restricted housing, whether intended 

for rental or homeownership, is subject to a regulatory agreement with a local, 

state, or federal governmental entity. 

  

B. Housing Accommodation: shall be defined as any building, structure, or portion 

thereof that is occupied as or intended for occupancy as a residency by one or 

more families and any vacant land that is offered for sale or lease for the 

construction thereon of any building, structure, or portion thereof intended to 

be so occupied. 

 

C. Housing: shall be defined as and include all Housing Accommodations as 

herein defined.    

 

 

Section 4. Public Purpose. 

 

A. The Albany County Legislature hereby determines that the development, 

maintenance, management, and/or provision of Affordable Housing is a public 

purpose in accordance with the New York State Constitution Section IX and 

Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10.   

 

B. To address the housing supply, housing affordability, and housing 

development challenges in Albany County, this Local Law authorizes, 

pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the Legislature: 
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i. The creation of a Committee, housed within the Advance Albany 

County Alliance, empowered to address Affordable Housing;  

ii. The development of a revolving loan fund to connect developers with 

financial, advisory, or educational assistance for the development of 

Affordable Housing;  

iii. The undertaking and creation of grants, loans, and/or other support 

services tailored to expanding Affordable Housing; 

iv. Efforts to expand the housing supply by the provision of financial, 

educational, and advisory services to developers of Affordable Housing; 

and  

v. The establishment of a reserve fund and/or the use of a portion of the 

unassigned fund balance to support the provision of the above 

initiatives.  

 

C. This Local Law and the designations set forth herein shall apply to all housing 

initiatives within Albany County. 

 

Section 5. Procedure for Authorization. 
 

 Any grant, loan, support service or development fund initiative made by the County 

may be further conditioned by the County Legislature on its approval of a subsequent 

agreement as may be necessary or convenient to accomplish the purposes of this Local 

Law and set forth the terms and conditions of any such grant, loan, support service, 

or development fund initiative.  The preparation, creation, negotiation, finalization, 

approval, execution, and delivery of any such agreement is hereby authorized by this 

Local Law.   No such authorization shall provide for the funding of any such advance, 

grant, loan, subsidy, or contribution out of proceeds of obligations issued by the 

County pursuant to the New York State Finance Law. 

Section 6. Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 

application thereof to any person, firm, corporation or circumstance, shall be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 

order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of the Local 

Law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 

subdivision, or part of the Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 

firm, corporation or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such 

judgment or order may be rendered. 
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Section 7. SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this Local Law constitutes a “Type II action”

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   

 

Section 8. Effective Date. 

The Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of 

State.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 284 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. “G” FOR 2025:  A 

LOCAL LAW DESIGNATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING AS A GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC PURPOSE OF THE 

COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK  

 

Introduced: 7/14/25 

By Cunningham and Willingham: 

 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public 

hearing on proposed Local Law No. “G” for 2025, “A LOCAL LAW DESIGNATING 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING AS A GOVERNMENTAL 

AND PUBLIC PURPOSE OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK” to be held

by the Albany County Legislature at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 26, 2025, with 

participation information to be made available on the Albany County website, and 

the Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to cause notice of such hearing to be 

published containing the necessary information in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of law.  
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LOCAL LAW NO. “G” FOR 2025 

 

A LOCAL LAW DESIGNATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING AS A GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC PURPOSE OF THE 

COUNTY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK 

  

Introduced:  7/14/25 

By Cunningham, Willingham, Feeney, Alix, Beston, Cleary, Efekoro, Ethier, 

Gillespie, Lane, Laurilliard, Lekakis, Miller, Pedo, Plotsky, Ricard, Rosano and 

Whalen: 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Title.  

 

The Albany County Affordable Housing Initiatives, is hereby created. 

 

Section 2. Legislative Findings and Intent.  

 

Affordable housing is one of the greatest challenges throughout New York State, and 

Albany County is no different.  It is traditionally accepted that people should pay no 

more than thirty percent (30%) of the area’s median income for housing. But nearly 

fifty percent (41%) of Albany County renters are spending over 30% of their income 

on housing. Annually, renters’ purchasing power fails to keep up with increasing rent. 

From 2022 to 2023, renter’s wages increased by an average of 3.3%, while apartment 

rents increased by an average of 8.8%. As rents continue to climb, this crisis continues 

to grow.  

 

Beyond renting, individuals making the median income in Albany County cannot 

afford homeownership either. Single-income households with median incomes face a 

significant shortfall on their annual mortgage, even under generous interest and loan 

terms, a shortfall that wouldn’t be fully bridged in a multi-income household. Too 

many residents in Albany County are financially unable to purchase homes within 

the County. With homeownership directly tied to the growth of generational wealth, 

educational attainment, and family stability, it is imperative that this crisis is 

addressed. 

An increase in housing supply, both in the rental and ownership markets, will aid in 

easing the financial burden on renters and owners in the County. However, affordable 

housing development faces substantial challenges. Interested parties struggle to 

secure the necessary investment to rehabilitate or construct housing in the urban and 

rural areas where housing is most needed and effective. Decades of residential flight, 

neglect, and blight have created a financing environment where predevelopment 
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funding for architectural or engineering needs is hard to acquire.  As investment 

continues to lag behind development, the crisis exacerbates. 

To respond to these crises, and pursuant to Article IX of the New York State 

Constitution and Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10, Albany County may exercise 

its broad police powers to provide for comprehensive affordable housing initiatives.  

 

Based upon the critical shortage of affordable housing confronting Albany County, 

the Albany County Legislature finds that creating affordable housing initiatives 

serves a valid governmental and public purpose.  

 

 

Section 3. Definitions.  

 

A. Affordable Housing: shall be generally defined as housing in which the 

occupant is paying no more than thirty (30%) percent of their gross income for 

housing costs, including utilities for persons or families deemed to be or eligible 

to be deemed to be of extremely low, very low, low, or moderate income by any 

federal or state housing program.  Nothing in the definition shall prevent the 

County from funding housing services either above or below this affordability 

level when such funding is in keeping with federal or state programs providing 

housing assistance or where any income restricted housing, whether intended 

for rental or homeownership, is subject to a regulatory agreement with a local, 

state, or federal governmental entity. 

  

B. Housing Accommodation: shall be defined as any building, structure, or portion 

thereof that is occupied as or intended for occupancy as a residency by one or 

more families and any vacant land that is offered for sale or lease for the 

construction thereon of any building, structure, or portion thereof intended to 

be so occupied. 

 

C. Housing: shall be defined as and include all Housing Accommodations as 

herein defined.    

 

 

Section 4. Public Purpose. 

 

A. The Albany County Legislature hereby determines that the development, 

maintenance, management, and/or provision of Affordable Housing is a public 

purpose in accordance with the New York State Constitution Section IX and 

Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10.   

 

B. To address the housing supply, housing affordability, and housing 

development challenges in Albany County, this Local Law authorizes, 

pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the Legislature: 
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i. The creation of a Committee, housed within the Advance Albany 

County Alliance, empowered to address Affordable Housing;  

ii. The development of a revolving loan fund to connect developers with 

financial, advisory, or educational assistance for the development of 

Affordable Housing;  

iii. The undertaking and creation of grants, loans, and/or other support 

services tailored to expanding Affordable Housing; 

iv. Efforts to expand the housing supply by the provision of financial, 

educational, and advisory services to developers of Affordable Housing; 

and  

v. The establishment of a reserve fund and/or the use of a portion of the 

unassigned fund balance to support the provision of the above 

initiatives.  

 

C. This Local Law and the designations set forth herein shall apply to all housing 

initiatives within Albany County. 

 

Section 5. Procedure for Authorization. 
 

 Any grant, loan, support service or development fund initiative made by the County 

may be further conditioned by the County Legislature on its approval of a subsequent 

agreement as may be necessary or convenient to accomplish the purposes of this Local 

Law and set forth the terms and conditions of any such grant, loan, support service, 

or development fund initiative.  The preparation, creation, negotiation, finalization, 

approval, execution, and delivery of any such agreement is hereby authorized by this 

Local Law.   No such authorization shall provide for the funding of any such advance, 

grant, loan, subsidy, or contribution out of proceeds of obligations issued by the 

County pursuant to the New York State Finance Law. 

Section 6. Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 

application thereof to any person, firm, corporation or circumstance, shall be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 

order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of the Local 

Law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 

subdivision, or part of the Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 

firm, corporation or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such 

judgment or order may be rendered. 
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Section 7. SEQRA Compliance. 

 

This County Legislature determines that this Local Law constitutes a “Type II action”

pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

and that no further action under SEQRA is required.   

 

Section 8. Effective Date. 

The Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of 

State.  
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Hon. Joanne Cunningham
Chair, County Legislature

FROM: Jeffery V. Jamison, Esq. 
County Attorney

DATE: JuJune 17, 2025

RE: Request for Legislative Action
Award of Liability and Casualty Insurance 
Policy Period:  8/15/25 – 8/15/26

Enclosed is a completed Request for Legislative Action relative to the award 
of the County’s liability and related insurance coverage for the policy period August 15, 

202025 to August 15, 2026. I am requesting that this matter be placed on the agenda for 
the August Legislative meeting.  PLEASE NOTE, THE BROKER IS STILL OBTAINING 
QUOTES FOR THE INSURANCE.  THIS REQUEST IS BEING SUBMITTED AS A 
PLACEHOLDER AT THIS TIME AND WILL BE SUPPLEMENTED ONCE THE FINAL 
QUOTES ARE OBTAINED.

The  County’s  broker  of  record,  Arthur  J.  Gallagher  Risk  Management 

Services  sought  renewal  quotes  for  the  County’s  insurance  coverage.    They  are 

recommending that we proceed with the insurance set forth below.  

The  specific  insurance  in  question  are  the  County’s  general  liability, 

automobile, law enforcement, police professional, property, public official’s and employee 

DANIEL P.P. MCCOYOY

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

JEFFREY V.V. JAMISON 

COUNTY ATTORNEY

YORDEN C. HUBAN

DEPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY

COUNTY OF ALBANY

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY

COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING

112 STATE STREET, ROOM 600

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207-2021
PHONE (518) 447-7110 | FAX (518) 447-5564

WWW.ALBANYCOUNTY.COM
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liability, crime, boiler and machinery, excess, umbrella and medical malpractice insurance 
coverage.  The recommended awards are as follows:   

Excess Commercial/General/Automobile/Law Enforcement Package and Public 
Official’s and Employment Practices Coverage: 

 

     Carriers: 
     Premiums: 
 
     Expiring: $561,568.00 

Carrier:  Safety National 
Policy Limits:  $5M/$5M/ GL 
    $5M Auto 
Includes DMV Fees 
 
FIRST $5M LAYER 
 
Excess:  Arch 
Expiring: $377,520.00 
($5 M x $5 M) 
 
Excess:  Bowhead 
Expiring: $315,000 
($5 M x $10 M)  

 
 
 

Property: 

     Carrier:   
     Premium:   
  
     Expiring: Carrier: Traveler’s 
     Premium:   $454,204 + $1,531 Fire Fee 
     Deductible:  $250,000 
     (Insured Values of $710,304,132) 
 
 
 

Boiler and Machinery: 

     Carrier: 
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     Premium: 
 
     Expiring: $56,315.00 

Carrier:  Greenwich  
      
      
Crime: 

     Carrier: 
     Premium: 
      

Expiring: $4,514.00 
Carrier:   Traveler’s 

      
 

Medical Liability:    

 
Carrier:   

     Premium: $ 
 
     Expiring: 

Carrier: National Fire & Marine (Med Pro Group) 
Premium: $447,258.99 Nursing Home (Senior Care) 
Surplus Lines Tax: $15,519.35 
Stamping Fee:  $646.64 
Limits:  $1M/$3M 
 
Carrier:  MedPro RRG Risk Retention Group 
Premium: $167,267.00 (Clinical) 
Limits:  $1M/$3M 
 

       
      
      
  
Cyber Liability: 

     Carrier:   
     Premium:  $ 
      

Expiring: $79,473 
Carrier: Chubb 
$1 Million limit 
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Water Purification District – Pollution Coverage 
 
      
     Carrier: 
     Premium: 

Expiring: 
Carrier: Navigators 

     Premium: $81,698 
     *Three Year Policy 

 
 
 
 

 Enclosed is back-up documentation, including the premium summary and 
marketing summary.   

 Please note, all premiums include Terrorism Coverage at the rate of 1% of 
premium.   

 The proposed awards result in combined premiums of $    , which includes the 
mandatory New York State Fire Fee.   All coverages were significantly enhanced in 2013 
and have been enhanced on a per coverage basis as needed. The liability and related 
coverages have been extensively marketed this year due to increases in our premiums 
over the last several years as a result of hardening of the markets as well as increases to 
our risks.  We are awaiting quotes.    

THIS INFORMATION WILL BE UPDATED AS PRICE QUOTES ARE RECEIVED. 

  If you have any questions, please advise me.  Thank you for your attention to this 
matter. 

Enclosures 
 
Cc: Dennis Feeney, Majority Leader 
 Frank Mauriello, Minority Leader 

Rebekah Kennedy, Majority Counsel 
James Curran, Minority Counsel 
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County of Albany

Legislation Text

Harold L. Joyce
Albany County Office

Building
112 State Street - Albany,

NY 12207

File #: TMP-6666, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Contract Authorization for Professional Insurance Services with Arthur J. Gallagher

Date: 06/17/2025

Department: Law

Attending Meeting: Jeffrey Jamison

Submitted By: Stefanie Thomas

Title: Legislative and Policy Coordinator

Phone: 447-5680

Purpose of Request:  Contract Authorization  Enter text.

CONTRACT TERMS/CONDITIONS:

Party Names and Addresses:
Arthur J Gallagher Risk Management Systems, 30 Century Hill Drive Latham NY 12210

Term: (Start/end date or duration) 8/15/2025-8/15/2026

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: Enter text.

BUDGET INFORMATION:

Is there a Fiscal Impact: Yes No

Anticipated in Budget: Yes No

Spreadsheet attached: Yes No

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: Enter text. County: 100
State: Enter text. Local: Enter text.

County Budget Accounts:
Revenue Account and Line:  Enter text.
Revenue Amount:  Enter text.
Appropriation Account and Line: Various departmental insurances lines (44037)

Appropriation Amount:  Enter text.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Mandated Program/Service: Yes No
If Mandated, Cite Authority: Enter text.
Request for Bids / Proposals:

County of Albany Printed on 7/9/2025Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™115



File #: TMP-6666, Version: 1

Competitive Bidding Exempt: Yes No

# of Response(s): Enter text.
# of MWBE: Enter text.
# of Veteran Business: Enter text.

Bond Resolution No.: Enter text.

Apprenticeship Program Yes No

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number and Date: 24-465

DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
Award of liability, property, medical, malpractice and similar insurances for the period August 15, 2025 to August 15,

2026. The county’s broker of record, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Service marked the insurance packages on

the county’s behalf

County of Albany Printed on 7/9/2025Page 2 of 2
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County of Albany

Legislation Text

Harold L. Joyce
Albany County Office

Building
112 State Street - Albany,

NY 12207

File #: TMP-6670, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Contract Authorization for Thompson Reuter’s Legal Research and continuing legal education for County
Attorney, District Attorney, Public Defenders, Alternate Public Defender, Assigned Counsel Program/18-B and
Regional Immigration Assistance Center.

Date: 6/27/2025

Department: Law

Attending Meeting: Jeffery Jamison

Submitted By: Joshua Beams

Title: Sr. Policy Analyst

Phone: 518-447-7110

Purpose of Request:  Contract Authorization  Enter text.

CONTRACT TERMS/CONDITIONS:

Party Names and Addresses: West Publishing Corporation 29000 Ames Crossing Rd., Egan MN
55121
Enter text.

Term: (Start/end date or duration) January 1, 2026 - 12/31/2026

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: Enter text.

BUDGET INFORMATION:

Is there a Fiscal Impact: Yes No
Anticipated in Budget: Yes No
Spreadsheet attached: Yes No

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: Enter text. County: 100%
State: Enter text. Local: Enter text.

County Budget Accounts:
Revenue Account and Line:  Enter text.
Revenue Amount:  Enter text.
Appropriation Account and Line: A91420-44040

Appropriation Amount: $239,880.00

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Mandated Program/Service: Yes No

County of Albany Printed on 7/9/2025Page 1 of 2
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File #: TMP-6670, Version: 1

If Mandated, Cite Authority: Enter text.
Request for Bids / Proposals:

Competitive Bidding Exempt: Yes No
# of Response(s): Enter text.
# of MWBE: Enter text.
# of Veteran Business: Enter text.

Bond Resolution No.: Enter text.

Apprenticeship Program Yes No

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number and Date: 20-459, 21-457, 22-483, 23-563, 24-760

DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
This agreement with Thompson Reuters’s Westlaw provides for a license to conduct legal research
for every attorney in county government as determined by the department head. This is for an
upgraded version of Westlaw with several additional features compared to our current version. This
amount is for 147 licenses.
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