












































































































































































































Albany County Request for Contract Approval

Contract # 2024-2241

Contract Type B) CAB Contract

Contract Action C) Renewal

Procurement Type None

Department A6010 - Social Services

Date Submitted Monday, August 26, 2024

Contact Person Skarlis, Margaret

Contact Phone +1 5184477583

Vendor Info Homeless and Travelers Aid Society (HATAS)

138 Central Avenue, Albany, NY 12206

Estimated Amount $60,638.00

Estimated Term 11/1/2024  to  4/30/2025

Scope of Services Provision of a Homeless/Housing Emergency Services Program that 
provides after hours, weekend and holiday coverage to serve individuals 
and families experiencing homelessness by assisting them to access 
needed emergency shelter during Code Blue days. 

Please see detailed description of two components attached.  

Budget Line Item AA6010 - 44046 - 

Fiscal Impact County: 0.00%   State: 100.00%   Federal: 0.00%

BID, RFP, RFQ Completed? N/A

Budget Analyst Date

For Contract Board Use: Date Approved

Daniel P. McCoy
Albany County Executive

Joanne Cunningham, 
Chairwoman

Albany County Legislature

Bruce A. Hidley
Albany County Clerk





HOMELESS AND TRAVELERS AID SOCIETY 
  

Authorization is requested to contract with the Homeless and Traveler’s Aid Society (HATAS) in 
communicating to the public and shelters nights that are designated as “Code Blue” as outlined by NYS Office 
of Temporary Disability and Assistance (OTDA) directives. During Code Blue nights, shelters must be 
provided to individuals and families experiencing homelessness regardless of eligibility for Temporary 
Assistance (TA), or TA-eligible individuals or families who have been determined by a shelter as someone 
they are unwilling to shelter due to behavioral/non-compliance issues.  
 
There are two components in the HATAS contract: 
 
Code Blue Services and Code Blue Committee Chair ($25,188)        
Code Blue services are provided in Albany County by HATAS as required for the protection of individuals 
living on the street for the prevention of injury and death due to exposure to extreme winter weather.  Code 
Blue services operate when the temperature drops below 32 degrees (including National Weather Service 
calculations for wind chill) by addressing the needs of vulnerable people living on the streets or unstably 
housed. Services provided under this component include the following details: 
 
• HATAS will monitor weather and call Code Blue declarations for Albany County.   Declarations are sent 

to a comprehensive list of local providers to alert the community of incoming hazardous weather 
conditions.  Providers on the HATAS alert system will include local police departments, emergency 
response teams, hospitals, mobile crisis, homeless outreach programs, emergency shelters, transportation 
programs and local news departments. 

• HATAS will maintain a current Code Blue program operating manual. 
• HATAS will chair the Albany Code Blue Committee and will coordinate monthly provider meetings 

throughout the duration of Code Blue to coordinate resources and address any gaps in services. 
 
HATAS Code Blue Worker - Onsite at DSS ($35,450) 
HATAS will provide a staff person to work onsite at the DSS Office, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. to meet with non-Temporary Housing Assistance eligible individuals or those who refuse to apply 
for Temporary Housing Assistance and need shelter during Code Blue.  The HATAS employee’s 
responsibilities include: 
 
• Determining shelter needs for non-Temporary Housing Assistance (THA) clients 
• Making referrals to temporary shelter for non-THA individuals and families 
• HMIS data entry for those served by HATAS staff and are Code Blue related 
• Tracking of all Code Blue placements (e.g., Safe Haven, Overflow, Warming Center, Hotel/Motel) 
• Daily collection and distribution of shelter censuses and after-hours placements 
• Providing weekly census of Code Blue placements in hotels/motels 

 
Total for both components = $60,638 
 
There is sufficient funding in the 2024 Social Service budget to accommodate this request. 
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